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Section 1 - Introduction the
Neighbourhood Plan

Why does Water Orton need a Neighbourhood Plan?
Water Orton decided that it needed a Neighbourhood Plan in August 2019, to
allow a degree of socioeconomic planning to take place at a micro level. The
plan attempts to manage the way social and economic factors influence one
another in the local community and households. These factors have a
significant impact on the environment through loss of green spaces, pollution,
natural ‘disasters’, and energy production and use.
Water Orton is a village near the River Tame in the North Warwickshire
borough of Warwickshire in England. It is located between Castle Bromwich
and Coleshill and borders the West Midlands metropolitan county boundary to
the North, West and South.
The Warwickshire County Council ‘Warwickshire Insights 2020’ report, Water
Orton, North Warwickshire, has a population of 3,400 of which 1,728 (50.8%)
are female and 1,672 (49.2%) are male. The age range is widespread with
the percentage of 45-69-year olds being higher than the Warwickshire and
England levels. The ethnic make-up of the village is 98% White British, Irish
or Other with the remaining 2% being Indian and Asian.
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The history and geography of Water Orton
The oldest part of Water Orton is centred around Old Church Road. This is
now within a conservation area and contains buildings from the 14th and 17th
centuries. This is the area that may account for the place name since it is on
a high ridge of land overlooking the valley of the River Tame.
A Chapel of Ease was erected here in the 14th century to save the villagers
walking through the often-flooded Tame Valley to the Parish Church at Aston.
All that survives of the Chapel are the listed remains of a Medieval Cross and
the graves in the churchyard. This was replaced by the present Parish Church
of St Peter and St Paul, built in 1879. It had a fine spire, which unfortunately
had to be dismantled in the 1980s because of atmospheric pollution.
Until the 1840s Water Orton was mainly an agricultural village, but this
changed with the coming of the railways. The first was from Birmingham to
Derby via Water Orton, Coleshill, Whitacre Heath and Tamworth. Later a
junction was constructed, and another line was built via Kingsbury to
Tamworth. The lines pass through the centre of the village. The present
railway station dates from 1908 and is the second station. There were
extensive sidings and much commercial traffic here, especially during and
after the Second World War, until the activities of Dr Beeching in the 1960s.
An effect of the railway was to increase house building in the village.
Commuters could now make the journey to Birmingham’s Lawley Street and
Curzon Street (later New Street) railway stations in a shorter time than by
road. This made the village an ideal residential area for Birmingham
professionals who wanted to get away from the city and live in the country.
The railway also brought the meat industry here. There were large stock
yards near the sidings and next to the Dog Public House in Marsh Lane. Cattle
were offloaded from rail wagons into pens, then driven two miles down the
road to butchers’ slaughterhouses in Castle Bromwich, when meat was
provided for nearby villages.
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The diversity within the village
Water Orton Parish Council works as a team with a diverse, enthusiastic and
common approach and a wide range of skills and attitudes. It is this range of
skills which contribute to a Parish Council who aim to do the best they can
with the interest of the village at heart. The development of this
Neighbourhood Plan exemplifies the way the council operates. The council
listened to residents who voiced their opinion that there seemed little local
control about the developments in Water Orton. The council then championed
the development of this plan but delegated the drafting of the plan to the
residents themselves. The Parish Council takes this plan as both a mandate
and a ‘to-do’ list, delivering the wishes of Water Orton Residents.
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How things are changing
Natural disasters of international scales are becoming more severe as the
environment is shifting but it is at the local level that Water Orton residents
are concerned. In 2019 elderly residents were trapped in their homes due to
heavy snowfall; in 2020 saw whole roads of houses blocked due to excessive
flooding. There is a real concern that the further loss of green spaces around
Water Orton will lead to further flooding.
These effects can be responsible for habitat loss for animals, home loss for
humans, and complete destruction of commercial enterprises. This can affect
local economies just as any other natural disasters because it disrupts the
entire flow of communities.
Another socioeconomic factor is the change in the household family. The
nuclear family is traditionally two parents and their children living under the
same roof. With the shift in the amount of people under one roof, there has
been an increase in direct energy consumption. People are shifting towards
single person households as our society norms evolve. Less people per
household means more households, more energy for heating, lighting and
electrical appliances. It also means more geographical land space being taken
up by people which can lead to further urbanisation of rural communities.

Threats and Significant Changes
At the inaugural meeting of the village residents held in 28th January 2020, to
discuss the Neighbourhood Plan, several significant risks (or threats) were
made clear:

Security
Water Orton has a Safer Neighbourhoods Team, a group of local police
officers dedicated to serving the local community. The team is made up of
officers and PCSOs based in Coleshill.
The official crime statistics for Water Orton are, relatively speaking, quite low,
although there are pressures from cross police border activities. Despite low
crime statistics, residents of Water Orton feel that there is a higher perception
of crime than the official figures display. One of the challenges for this plan is
to articulate the perception of crime and propose potential measures to
improve this position.
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HS2
High Speed Two (HS2) is the Government’s proposal for a new, high speed
North-South railway. Phase One of HS2 between London, Birmingham and the
West Midlands sees the line intersecting the Water Orton parish boundary.
Between Coleshill and Water Orton where the River Tame meanders, there is
currently a junction of the M6 and the M42. It is here that is planned to put a
triangular junction of the proposed HS2 - this area is Water Orton
This junction is important because, even in phase 1 of the project, there will
be through trains between London Euston and the North. So, the easterly side
of this junction would be used for trains between London Euston and the
North; the South-Westerly side of the junction would be used for trains
between London Euston and Birmingham Curzon Street; and the NorthWesterly side of the junction would be used for trains between Birmingham
Curzon Street and the North.
The construction work for HS2 around Water Orton is planned to be
completed by the end of 2031 (HS2 Published date) and in this time, there
will be considerable disruption to the road network within and around Water
Orton. Although this plan does not specifically discuss the impact of HS2, it
does describe transport and traffic issues and seeks to manage traffic flow
through Water Orton (irrespective of the impact of HS2).

Traffic and Air Pollution
Nationally, the rate of traffic growth slowed over the last two decades, and
levels fell for three consecutive years after the 2008/09 economic downturn.
At the individual level, car use fell in the 2000s, although this was partially
offset by increases in population and households. Recent trends show a
resumption of traffic growth as GDP recovers, and provisional statistics
suggest that car traffic has returned to pre-recession levels. Traffic on the
Strategic Road Network has had the largest growth, and van traffic on all
roads has also grown strongly. Water Orton is surrounded by motorways and
it, therefore, feels the impact of this growth directly.
All motor vehicles produce air pollution and the levels of emissions from HGVs
are considerably higher than anything else on the road. Total fuel used for
road transport in the UK remained relatively stable from 1990 to 2017 as the
fuel efficiency of newer vehicles has improved; whilst petrol use declined over
this period, diesel use has increased.
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Increase of traffic
Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from road transport in the UK have
increased more slowly than the increase in road traffic, increasing by 6%
from 1990 to 2017. Green House Gas is only one factor relating to air quality,
others include Sulphur Oxides (SOx), Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx), Particulate
Matter (PM). Although the absolute figures may vary, it is inconceivable to
suggest that these constituents have not increased.
With the construction of HS2, there is forecast to be an increase in the
number of HGV’s in and around Water Orton. Residents are concerned that
this increase in traffic will result in increased air pollution and a consequential
increase in health problems.
The issues describe, anecdotally, the reasons for producing the
Neighbourhood Plan and some of the considerations and pressures that
residents felt were significant at the Neighbourhood Plan launch meeting.
Following this meeting, a Governance Group of nine residents was established
to develop and draft the plan.

The Neighbourhood Plan for the community
The primary role of any community plan is to have the community at
heart and to describe the planned benefits to the community. It is with
“mantra” that the Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan has been developed.
community is a collection of individuals and it is the fundamental health
well-being of individuals that has driven this plan.

the
this
The
and

The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of
sustainable development. At a very high level, the objective of sustainable
development can be summarised as meeting the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
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The planning system objectives
Achieving sustainable development means that the planning system has three
overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need to be pursued in
mutually supportive ways:
Social
To support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a
sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs
of present and future generations; and by fostering a well-designed and
safe built environment, with accessible services and open spaces that
reflect current and future needs and support communities’ health, social
and cultural well-being.
Environmental
To contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic
environment; including making effective use of land, helping to improve
biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and
pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving
to a low carbon economy.
Economic
To help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by ensuring
that enough land of the right type is available in the right places and at the
right time to support growth, innovation and improved productivity; and
by identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure.
These objectives should be delivered through the application of the policies in
this Neighbourhood Plan.
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The Governance Group Structure
The Parish Councillor / Resident
The Parish Councillor / Resident

Neil Bevan
Wendy Rees

North Warwickshire Borough Councillor/Resident

Judy Macdonald

Resident
Resident
Resident
Resident
Resident
Resident
Resident / Vicar

Chris Baker
Judith Cleaver
Felicitas Freeman
Mick Lee
Keith Mellor
Beverley McAlister
Paul Tullett

Contributors:
Administrator
Administrator
NWBC - Planning policy assistant
NWBC - Forward Planning Officer
Police

Beverley McAlister
Neil Bevan
Sue Wilson
Mike Dittman
PC Shane Bird

Special Thanks to:
Supply of photographs

Ben Record
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Neighbourhood Plan Subjects
The Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan has the following sections:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Introduction
Health and Wellbeing
Housing
Recreation and Leisure
Green Spaces and Community Areas
Commercial
Security and Safety
Character, Heritage and Culture
Transport

The document then has a final section that lists:
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Policies Matrix
Links - websites that are referenced within the document
References – Standards
Glossary
Supporting Documents
Appendixes
Additional supporting images and photos
Outstanding actions
Summary of future actions

There should be no perceived priority of one subject over another by its
position in the plan, except to say that the plan has been developed with the
health and wellbeing of the residents of Water Orton in the forefront of the
Governing Body’s minds. Each subject is developed in this chapter of the
plan.
Each subject follows a similar layout:
• Background
• Objectives
• Supporting Data
• Policies
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Section 2 - Health and wellbeing
Background
The health and wellbeing of Water Orton residents is placed at the heart of
this plan, for which there are no apologies. The adoption of this
Neighbourhood Plan will have an important role in promoting the health and
wellbeing of Water Orton residents. Several of the other important themes of
the plan will be developed through the central theme of health and wellbeing.
It will promote and build on the village heritage, facilitate people living in an
environment which promotes physical activity and opportunities for peaceful
reflection, the enjoyment of open spaces, opportunities for socialisation and
the promotion of a sense of belonging. It will also promote a choice of high
quality and attractive places to live and enable residents to reach the services
they need and for the services they need to reach them.

Insert Picture
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Section 2 - Health and wellbeing
Objectives
Health and Wellbeing Objective 1
To provide high quality, flexible, sustainable and accessible homes, facilities
and green spaces which promote health and wellbeing, meeting the physical,
mental, spiritual and social needs of the village population.
Health and Wellbeing Objective 2
To provide beneficial and appropriate activities/opportunities to promote
health and wellbeing for the housebound and/or frail elderly.
Health and Wellbeing Objective 3
To establish, maintain and promote a co-ordinated database of
facilities/spaces/activities which will be accessible to inform Water Orton
residents and visitors.
Health and Wellbeing Objective 4
To identify and empower a health and wellbeing co-ordinator to fulfil Health
and Wellbeing Objective 3, accountable to the Parish Council.
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Section 2 - Health and wellbeing
Supporting Data
Poor health impacts on families and workplaces with increased pressure on
Health and Social Services. 1.1% of the village population think they are in
very poor health whilst 47.3% think they are in very good health (2011
Census). 7.6% feel that their day-to–day activities are significantly limited.
In North Warwickshire, 24.4% of adults are physically inactive. 27.2% of
reception age children are obese. One in four adults may have a mental
health problem within a given year. It is recognised that health and wellbeing
is generally an individual’s responsibility and lifestyle has a significant impact
on this. There are currently ‘pay-as-you-go’ sporting/keep fit and social
activities in Water Orton that are well established; also, several sports clubs,
at a variety of locations. These include a diverse cross section of the
community. (This concept will be developed further in the recreation section
of this Neighbourhood Plan).
Water Orton residents wish to develop and maintain a variety of accessible
and affordable activities and facilities to promote physical and mental health
and wellbeing as individuals or with friends/family. The current Water Orton
based sports clubs have a total membership of approximately 1000, gives
testament to this wish. It is envisaged that the development of activities and
facilities will be integrated with other village infrastructure/established open
areas (this concept will be developed further in the open and green spaces
theme of this Neighbourhood Plan) so increasing the village cohesion,
reducing the need to travel out of the village and so increasing the access for
many of the village population (this concept will be developed further in the
transport section of this Neighbourhood Plan).

Insert Picture
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Health Facilities
A national review identified problems associated with patient access to health
services in rural areas. Water Orton currently has one GP practice (Satis
House), two dental practices, NHS Community Health services and
Physiotherapy clinic and a private Podiatry service. Residents of Water Orton
are also registered with other local GP practices. Water Orton residents
typically access hospital services at George Eliot, Good Hope, Heartlands with
mental health services provided at The Caludon Centre, Coventry.
The main reasons people struggle to access health services are:
• Availability and physical accessibility of transport
• Cost of transport
• Inaccessible location of health services
• delivered at times which reduce opportunities for patients to attend
• Safety and security
Improved access to Primary care and Secondary care health services should
be supported by future developments in village infrastructure which take into
consideration health activity levels, GP and community health facility needs
and increase in population size.
The North Warwickshire Borough Council Local Development Framework 2016
Health Section indicates a target of 1800 people per GP, clearly any
significant increase in population of Water Orton will need to be matched with
increased GP availability (this figure can differ depending on the mix of other
staff in a surgery).
Faith Groups
There is an anecdotal link between religious belief and generally positive
health outcomes.
Being part of a religion provides formal and informal opportunities to connect
socially with others and to secure social support. There is a strong link
between social connection and support and good physical and mental health.
Religion may be associated with positive emotions and cognitions (e.g.
optimism, sense of meaning and purpose to life), and these have been found
to be linked to good cardiovascular, endocrine and immune functioning.
Religious belief, including praying may help people cope better with stress
and may serve as an alternative to less healthy coping strategies (e.g.
alcohol, smoking). The village wishes to promote and maintain attendance at
accessible places of worship and other forms of religious involvement which
keeps people physically active, and in turn reduces the risk of disability.
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Community defibrillator access
After a cardiac arrest, every minute without CPR (Cardiopulmonary
resuscitation) and defibrillation reduces a person’s chance of survival by 10
per cent (British Heart Foundation, c.2015). Defibrillation can be administered
by an automated external defibrillator (AED). Having an AED within a
neighbourhood can improve a person’s chance of survival. An efficient AED
program optimally achieves a 3-minute response time from collapse of patient
to on-scene arrival of the AED with a trained lay rescuer. This 3-minute figure
should be used as a target for the number of publicly available AED and also
the location of the devices.
There are several AEDs in the village in easily accessible locations as shown
below and further installations should be considered whenever village facilities
are being modernised or developed.
Map showing AED location

1.
2.
3.
4.

The Library *
Tesco
The Dog Inn car park *

Satis House Doctors

5.
6.
7.
8.

76 Dentist
Water Orton Dental Centre
Rugby Club (when relocated)
Water Orton School (await AED application).

* Public availability
Add opening times and availability; consider adding people who are trained
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Section 2 - Health and wellbeing
Policies
Health and Wellbeing Policy 1
The Parish Council will, every 5 years, carry out a public consultation via a
village survey to a) determine public perception of their health and wellbeing
and b) identify and quantify activities and facilities required to meet their
physical, mental, spiritual and social health and wellbeing needs.
Health and Wellbeing Policy 2
The Parish Council, in conjunction with Warwickshire County Council and
North Warwickshire Borough Council shall ensure walking/cycling routes are
developed in current infrastructure and future developments, which ensure
good signage, lighting, surface and parking. This will be maintained to a high
quality and safe standard, to promote active travel and access to amenities
without car use.
Health and Wellbeing Policy 3
Future development plans should consider easy access to sustainable and
reliable public transport. This will contribute towards increasing accessibility
to services and facilities, for all sections of the community. This reflects LP25
and LP26 within the NWBC Local Plan 2018.
Health and Wellbeing Policy 4
Housing developments on greenfield sites shall include 40% affordable homes
and a proportion of ‘Lifetime’ homes which are accessible, inclusive, flexible
and sustainable to meet residents’ future needs and so allow them to remain
in their current homes. Many local planning policies require the Lifetime
Homes standard (developed in the 1990s by The Lifetime Homes Foundation
on behalf of the Joseph Rowntree Foundation) which is a set of 16 design
criteria that provide a model for building accessible and adaptable homes.
Health and Wellbeing Policy 5
The Parish Council shall ensure adequate access to good quality open green
spaces for all and meet the recommended standards for green spaces as
referred to in Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 1.
Health and Wellbeing Policy 6
The Parish Council shall monitor and review demand for allotment plots with a
view to developing additional plots where space allows.
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Health and Wellbeing Policy 7
The Parish Council shall install outdoor exercise equipment such as a trim trail
or gym equipment.
Health and Wellbeing Policy 8
The Parish Council shall work towards the development and maintenance of a
health and wellbeing activity/facility database.
Health and Wellbeing Policy 9
The Parish Council shall, every 5 years, review the scope and scale of indoor
and outdoor facilities available to promote health and wellbeing, and promote
the development of additional ones as appropriate.
Health and Wellbeing Policy 10
Faith groups in the village shall continue to work together to welcome people
to worship, provide youth and children’s ministry, to befriend those in need
and to demonstrate love in serving the community.
Health and Wellbeing Policy 11
The Parish Council supports Framework 2016 Health Section target of 1800
people per GP.
Health and Wellbeing Policy 12
The Parish Council shall support the target for publicly available AED to be
within a 3-minute range of residential populations.
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Section 3 - Housing
Background
Water Orton is identified within the NWBC Core Strategy as a category 3B
Local Service Centre, in which 50 residential properties will be directed
towards, in both market and affordable housing form. In line with NWBC
Policy NW6, schemes for more than 15 dwellings will be required to provide
30% affordable housing, and schemes of between 1 and 14 the provision of
20% affordable housing, in a targeted tenure mix of 85% affordable rent, and
15% suitable intermediate tenure.
As a result of high property prices and expanses of Green Space and open
Green Network both inside and particularly to the edges of the Village, Water
Orton has become an attractive place for developers to show interest in
prospective housing developments. Sites within the boundary of the Village
have become available for development, for example, the former Water Orton
School site on Attlebough Lane.
The residents of Water Orton wish to see a mix of differing tenures such as
bungalows and affordable houses, built for younger families or older
residents. This would enable the provision of affordable and appropriate
housing for young families, together with the opportunity for elderly residents
wishing to downsize/the younger generation wishing to remain within the
Village. This would potentially release larger underused accommodation for
growing families to reside within.
Information on housing and households allows us to identify areas where
people may be at risk of social exclusion, due to the type and condition of
their housing or their household structure.

Insert Picture
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Council Tax Bands
In 2018, there were approximately 1,500 properties in Water Orton within
Council Tax Bands A-G. [Valuation Office Agency (VOA)]

% of Houses within Council tax bands
15%

3%

1%

6%
23%

28%
24%

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

Housing types
There should be a balanced mix of housing tenure and types available,
allowing for people with a diverse range of needs and requirements to be
met, in order to allow people to reside within the village. These may include
people with disabilities, special needs, the frail/less mobile, people with
mental health problems and young people.
The median price paid for a property in the village being £220,000 (VOA
2018). The 2011 census indicates 2.4% of households as overcrowded. A
significant proportion of new homes should be designed to enable accessibility
and adaptability promoting:
1. The creation of ‘Lifetime Neighbourhoods’ that are welcoming and
inviting for everyone, regardless of age, health or disability. Due to the
increasing longevity of life and falling birth rates, an ever-ageing
population is evolving. The implications of this demographic shift results
in a number of changes that need to be made, to address both the
challenges and opportunities of an ageing society, and to ensure that as
we grow older we can maintain our independence, enjoy a good quality
of life, and take an active role in our communities. For most people the
idea of independence is closely associated with the idea of home. As we
grow older, we are more likely to spend more time at home, and where
Page 21

we live is an important determinant of our well-being. However, it is
increasingly recognised that it is not just our homes, but also the
neighbourhoods where we live that have a significant role in keeping us
well and independent as we grow older. A Lifetime Neighbourhood has
several components, which include:







Supporting residents to develop
especially resident empowerment
Access
Services and Amenities
Built and Natural Environments
Social Networks/Well-Being
Housing

lifetime

neighbourhoods

–

2. Continuing independence for all, where appropriate.

Energy efficiencies
The cost of maintaining a house is a concern to Water Orton residents. Poor
thermal efficiency of housing stock increases the energy cost of a household
in both financial and environmental considerations. Water Orton Residents
believe that any future housing should be built to the ‘Future Homes
Standard’ as a significant step towards the 2025 carbon reduction targets for
new homes. Housing supply also affects health and wellbeing, with some
households living in temporary or overcrowded accommodation.

Insert Picture
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Section 3 - Housing
Objectives
Housing Objective 1
The provision of the right mix of housing, in terms of size, tenure, design, and
affordability to meet the needs of all sections of the community.
Housing Objective 2
Meet identified local needs for housing for all demographics within the
community, including specialised housing for those with disabilities.
Housing Objective 3
Encouraging in the first instance, the use of brownfield previously developed
sites within the village boundary.
Housing Objective 4
Ensure that all new development is sustainable and of high-quality design,
which contributes positively to a strong sense of place and environmental
sustainability. New housing development will be expected to compliment the
character, built form and environment to which it is located, in order to create
high quality living environments and protect, conserve and enhance any
heritage assets and their settings.

Insert Picture
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Section 3 - Housing
Supporting Data
There continues to be challenges around the lack of provision of affordable
housing within the village. It is an on-going situation, in which Local Authority
housing stocks are considered low. Data is continually changing. In March
2020 North Warwickshire Borough Council housing needs list included a
requirement for accommodation within Water Orton, in the following
tenures/mix:
13 x flats
35 x bungalows
29 x 2-bedroom houses
11 x 3-bedroom houses
2 x 4-bedroom houses
A ‘housing needs’ study has been undertaken in support and the development
of this Neighbourhood Plan. The study was commissioned in April 2020 and
closed in (survey still open) 2020. The study was widely circulated to
residents of Water Orton by both electronic and ‘paper’ means. More than 200
residents responded, and the results are shown in the Document section. A
summary of the findings of the housing study needs is shown in the figure
below.

Add key data from survey to follow.
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Housing affordability
Help to buy housing within the village is limited to those that can afford it.
The Neighbourhood Plan seeks the provision of a required level of affordable
housing, which is ‘ring fenced’ for ‘children of the village’. There are
considerable issues of the private rented sector rent now being outside of the
local housing allowance level, making it unaffordable for many. However, the
desire towards the provision of the required level of affordable housing should
be seen positively.
Add key data from survey to follow.

Concerns are highlighted regarding the lack of suitable, adapted housing
within the village, and the availability of social housing to suit the needs of
the elderly population in particular. Water Orton has a significant elderly
population that is significantly concentrated to the housing estate located to
the east of the village to the North of Watton Lane. These properties are late
1950’s development, and typically have an energy rating of ‘D’ and ‘E’. It is
recognised by North Warwickshire Borough Council that fuel poverty is a big
issue within parts of the borough; Water Orton would seek to accelerate this
work by placing high energy efficiency standards onto any new builds within
the Water Orton Development Boundary.
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Housing and Recreation
Access to recreation facilities, in particular, parks (see ‘open and green
spaces’) is seen as an asset locally that requires prioritisation and utilised
further. In all Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) areas there are higher
numbers of people living alone - either younger or older people; this may
impact on a range of other issues affecting health and well-being. Water
Orton accepts the Fields in Trust (PAD (2008) published figure of 6 acres (2.4
hectare) of green and open space for every 1000 residents and that this
green and open space should be within 500m of the Parishioner’s properties.
Further, specific, housing objectives and policies are described and discussed
in further detail within this document.

Electric Vehicle charging points
The UK government's ambition is for 50-70 per cent of new car sales to be
ultra low emission by 2030 and for all new cars and vans to be effectively
zero emission by 2040. The "Road to Zero strategy" announced that it wants
every new home to have a charge point, where appropriate, to help future
proof homes for the transition to electric vehicles. This Neighbourhood Plan
supports the initiative to install rapid charging points for electric vehicles for
every new build property.
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Section 3 - Housing
Policies
Housing Policy 1
Planning applications for housing developments shall be supported in line with
the requirements of NWBC adopted policy, which:
1. Provide a range of property sizes suitable to meet local housing needs.
2. Provide open market houses across the full range of dwelling sizes on
developments comprising a mix of open market and affordable
housing.
3. The provision of dwellings that are both accessible and allow for
adaption to accessible accommodation for disabled/impaired and less
able-bodied occupiers, that are constructed to Part M4 Category 2 of
the Building Regulations (2010) standards (Accessible and Adaptable
dwellings) and Category 3 (wheelchair user dwellings) (or their
successors) (including in the affordable housing provided where
appropriate).
4. Meet the local needs for sheltered, supported and/or extra care
housing (including in the affordable housing provided where
appropriate.
5. Adhere to the principles of ’Secure by Design’
6. Adhere to annex A and B of the current Parking Standards in the UK
planning portal (including provision for electric vehicles).
Housing Policy 2
The Parish Council supports the small-scale development of residential
properties if, at least, 20% of the properties are bungalows as found in the
Water Orton – Shape Your Village Survey 2020, supporting the provision of
identified housing requirements for residents.
The demographics of Water Orton and the recently conducted Shape Your
Village Survey 2020 highlights the requirement for bungalow style
accommodation within the village. The provision of such accommodation will
allow for those elder and less able residents to downsize if desired, creating
the release and freeing up of larger single-family dwellings to families in need
of such accommodation within the village.
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Housing Policy 3
Developments of affordable housing stock for “first time buyers” shall be
offered to potential owners who have a significant, existing, link to Water
Orton as found in the Water Orton – Shape Your Village Survey 2020.
Housing Policy 4
New housing development should be constructed and designed to ensure
maximum energy efficiency, use sustainable appropriate locally sourced
materials, minimise waste and maximise recycling during construction, be
flexible and adaptable to future occupiers’ requirements, and incorporate
measures to enhance and protect biodiversity.
Housing Policy 5
New housing shall be sustainable, providing a choice of housing sizes, types
and tenures catering for all incomes and ages; be located with access to
facilities including shops, schools and leisure; be environmentally sustainable;
attractive and safe; and, “enhance” the strong sense of place currently
experienced within the village.
Housing Policy 6
Self-Build housing shall be encouraged which contributes to the sense of
place within the village, which enhances, complements and maintains the
character and visual aesthetics of the village, whether through existing built
form or through the development of modern structures.

Insert Picture
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Section 4 - Recreation and Leisure
Background
This Neighbourhood Plan seeks to recognise both structured and unstructured
activities and to provide facilities for both as appropriate.

Water Orton has a wealth of organised sporting and recreational facilities.
Organised sport
Rugby
Cricket
Football
Tennis
Crown Green
Bowls

Recreation
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

Pavilion
Link
Methodist Hall
Library
Community Centre
Scout Hut
Digby Hotel
Dog Public House

During the development of this plan, and as a result of discussions with these
organisations, it has become clear that sharing of best practice for organising
the facilities is needed. The concept of an informal “Water Orton Sporting
Association” has been developed.
Not only are these organised facilities well attended, but a simple visit to the
area reveals that there are other ‘unstructured’ activities:
Friendship Benches
The residential conurbation of Water Orton stretches approximately half a
mile from the centre. It is noticeable that there are very few ‘resting places’
for the less mobile of residents to pause and/or give an opportunity to chat.
Installing benches at strategic points within Water Orton would allow more
people to exercise more freely and explore other parts of the village. These
benches may also act as ‘friendship benches’, an idea that was developed in
Zimbabwe, to combat mental health issues. At a basic level, Water Orton’s
friendship benches could serve many roles:
• A resting place for the less mobile
• An area for those living alone to meet and talk
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Recreational Cycling
Cycling is low-impact exercise that can be enjoyed by people of all ages and
has many physical and mental health benefits. Increased green spaces
(please refer to the open and green spaces section of this Neighbourhood
Plan) would offer the potential for traffic free cycle routes (please refer to the
transport section of this Neighbourhood Plan) suitable for all abilities and be
connected to other networks for commuting. Riding to work or to access
services would be one of the most time-efficient ways to combine regular
exercise with everyday routine. Currently there are no dedicated cycle routes
in the village. Integrating good quality safe cycle facilities, including lighting,
signage, ride surface and parking, into any new developments and existing
infrastructure should be supported to enable increased levels of physical
activity and improve wellbeing.
Cycling is also a form of sustainable active transport which can not only help
to reduce traffic and pollution but support a healthier lifestyle. In order to
encourage people to take up and continue to participate in cycling, good
quality facilities should be incorporated into existing green spaces. This
includes cycle parking, signage, lighting and ride surface. It should also form
part of the planning of new developments and services to ensure cycling is
embedded from the beginning for leisure and travel purposes. Cycle storage
in the village car park would be a significant element in an integrated rail hub.
Walking
To promote walking around the village, footpaths of appropriate width and
surface should be in place, kept clear and maintained. Distance and time
markers (walking time to key locations) should be included on any new
signage and when updating existing signage. Car free zones should be
promoted. Also, school walking buses should be considered where children
are escorted to school rather than travel in cars. This should help to ease
congestion at peak times and improve physical activity levels and social skills.
Walking is a low impact activity, suitable for everyone. A ‘measured mile’ is a
walk of one mile that has been marked out with distance markers and can be
within a green space such as a park or in the urban environment. Installing a
measured mile should be considered to help local people understand the
effort required in terms of time to walk from one location to another. This will
support physically inactive people to make small, measurable improvements
to their activity levels. Led walks should be encouraged using a measured
mile, increasing motivation and decreasing social isolation for those who find
being active on their own difficult.
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Dog Walking
In total, 45% of the UK population owns a pet, of which 49% own dogs. This
figure has increased by five percent since 2016. Over 90% of pet owners in
the UK say that owning a pet makes them feel happy and 88% feel that pet
ownership improves their overall quality of life.
A simple survey of Water Orton asking the question “do you walk a dog in
Water Orton” shows approximately 65% of households have a dog. Exercising
these dogs, whilst exercising the owner, is a significant pastime for Water
Orton residents.

Pie Chart for Water Orton Residents owning a dog

Water Orton residents
that own a dog

Yes
No

Jogging
Jogging is by far the most common 'unstructured' aerobically intense outdoor
exercise in the village although Power Walking is becoming more popular,
especially amongst the 50 to 70 age group.
The busy main central road is not a healthy or clear path for this, and joggers
often run in the road to prevent people impacts. Cars parked on paths are
currently a serious hazard to pedestrians and joggers. A dedicated fitness
route, track or fitness trail should be developed.
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Section 4 - Recreation and Leisure
Objectives
Recreation and Leisure Objective 1
Encourage engagement in the community village sports clubs.
Recreation and Leisure Objective 2
Develop the infrastructure for informal exercise such as cycle and fitness
routes.
Recreation and Leisure Objective 3
Raise Awareness of ‘Halls to rent’ and utilise this vehicle to promote current
activities where residents may be made aware of these current activities and
be incentivised to engage.

Insert Picture
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Section 4 - Recreation and Leisure
Supporting Data
The benefits of being active – Sport England
There are five fundamental reasons for recreation and leisure activities:
1. Physical wellbeing
3. Mental wellbeing
5. Social and community development

2. Economic development
4. Individual development

Being active is not just good for you physically; it has the power to do so
much more. For example, it can help prevent or manage medical conditions,
reduce anxiety or stress, improve a person’s confidence or self-esteem, or
bring people from diverse backgrounds together.
Vision
Water Orton supports the North Warwickshire Borough Council vision for
future provision of sport and leisure in North Warwickshire:
“Sustainable, high quality, well-located, accessible sport and leisure facilities
– informal and formal places and spaces- to enable increased participation in
sport and physical activity, to contribute to improved community health and
wellbeing outcomes across the Borough”.
In 2017 North Warwickshire Borough Council commissioned an analysis to
develop this strategy. The following paragraphs review the findings of this
analysis by sport.
Football
There is latent demand for one senior team and one junior team in Water
Orton. Organised football is played on the Playing Field and the site should be
protected as playing pitches in the Local Plan. This site is used by Water
Orton United FC at peak times on a 'pay and go' arrangement with the Parish
Council. However, the quality of the Playing Field football pitch is rated poor
and in need of NWBC protection and enhancement. Water Orton is found to
have a deficit of pitches for youth football, 9 and 11 a side. There is a deficit
of 3G Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) provision in the area, with minimal pitches
supplying North Warwickshire.
Water Orton has a need for youth pitches as in the NWBC Playing Pitch
Strategy 2016-2031. It is in line with policy to enhance the opportunity for
Water Orton youths to play in the village by improving this facility.
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Rugby
There is no latent demand for additional teams at Water Orton. The proposed
new site for the club at Coleshill Road should be re-assessed by NWBC on
completion of the build. The current analysis is that the planned new facility
will be a substantial improvement to rugby provision at this site. The Club
should be supported in its plans, funded by the Government following the
development of HS2. The future demand for rugby in this area is set to
increase most significantly in the Sub Area of Water Orton. Overall, this
increase is one which can be managed due to an over-supply of pitches at Old
Saltleians Rugby Football Club.
Old Saltleians RFC have new grounds proposed within the village and plans
are approved by NWBC. Planned parking for 145 cars plus 2 coaches. Old
Saltleians RFC have been resident in Water Orton since 1954. Old Saltleians
RFC, plan to continue to engage with the community when relocated. It is
essential that the Parish Council relationship is developed with the new facility
relocated to within the village.
Old Saltleians RFC actively engages both Adults and Children in the local area
in sports and community activities. Historically they have been very proactive
in the Water Orton carnival. Their new facility, including toilets and car
parking, should be utilised for this event.
North Warwickshire Borough council planning conditions are prohibiting
community inclusion in the club. The present NWBC planning conditions state
that the new site must be used for the playing and training of rugby union
only. An appeal to allow community sports and leisure activities should be
supported by the Parish Council. Ref: PAP/2016/0709 for full planning
conditions.

New Rugby club image
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Badminton
Badminton is played on a pay-as-you-play basis at The Link community
venue.
Tennis
Water Orton & District Tennis Club is well established with twin courts, a
small pavilion and limited parking (3 cars) and is adjacent to the Playing
Field. The club caters for both adults and juniors.
The club has an application for extension to the floodlights and grounds in
place. This extension would intrude into the Playing Field.
The Tennis club have a very proactive management with very good facilities
and a growing membership that requires more space to play sports. In 2020
they are enhancing the present playing surfaces and the Parish Council should
support the application for floodlights and an expansion into the Playing Field.
Course Fishing
One of the most popular sports in the UK, course fishing is proven to be a
powerful tool for mental wellbeing, a reflective and mentally calming activity
with light physical demands.
The River Tame and Water Orton Lake are both within the village boundary.
The River Tame is a local water course that is a naturally flowing clean river
with water bird predation, but little sport fishing activity.
Water Orton Lake is a private syndicated course fishing lake on Marsh Lane,
for members only. It provides a quiet fishing environment alongside the River
Tame for license holders to engage in this very popular sport.
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Crown Green Bowling
Water Orton Bowls Club has many diverse and established teams in regional
league events. The pavilion is desperately in need of funding to accommodate
an increasing membership of active residents. The structure is so diverse as
to the league teams and possibilities that they accommodate most ages and
most abilities throughout the week. They hold a current lease on their club
facilities and are proactively engaging in the community. Car parking is a big
drawback to events adjacent to the Playing Field, club visitors must park on
residential streets which doesn’t help relationships with local residents.
Cricket
There is no latent demand for additional teams at Water Orton. However,
there is high demand presently; analysis shows demand minus capacity is
139 match equivalent shortfalls. Water Orton Cricket Club (WOCC) has good
facilities and an excellent quality wicket, rated 100% however it needs new
practice nets which brings the rating value down. The analysis recommends
NWBC protection and enhancement.
Water Orton Cricket Club is well-established with a history of more than 140
years. They are members of the Warwickshire league and won Division 1 in
2016 & 2017. There is car parking for at least 15 vehicles. The club has 3
teams plus juniors, central village location adjacent to the Digby Hotel. Water
Orton Cricket Club is club-owned and managed, including the maintenance of
the cricket pitch and grass wicket, which are highly rated facilities. The
changing facilities are also of a good standard; however the non-turf practice
nets are in a poor condition.
• In the Playing Pitches Strategy 2016-2031 NWBC recommend
protecting and supporting this facility.
• There is a high demand for cricket pitches in the area of Water Orton.
• Water Orton Cricket Club actively engages both Adults and Children in
the local area in sports and community activities.
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Water Orton Sports Clubs
Water Orton Sports Association (WOSA) has been created as a joint venture
between the current sports clubs’ management.
Funded by North Warwickshire Borough council, WOSA has been pledged
£500 p.a., to meet bi-annually or as appropriate. The leaders of the organised
village sports clubs will communicate to incentivise physical and mental
health activity through their clubs’ resources.
The founder members are:
• Cricket, Water Orton Cricket Club
• Rugby, Old Saltleians RFC
• Tennis, Water Orton & District Tennis Club
• Water Orton Bowls Club
Other sports that pay-as you-play in the village, without team or club owned
clubhouse facilities, are invited to engage and contribute. These are currently:
• Football, teams hire the Playing Field pitch.
• Badminton, players hire The Link on a 'pay-and-play' basis.
Water Orton Sports Association has been developed with the following
objectives in mind:
• Combined view of village sports facilities and activities.
• Broader engagement of the community in sports.
• Co-ordinated funding applications and advice forum.
• Social media coverage and cross-referenced links.
• Support each other with additional facilities.
• Host the pay-as-you-play sports where possible.
• Advisors to The Parish Council.
The sports association will work to develop community sports activities in
combination with each other advertising across the WOSA to maximise the
unique opportunities they all hold for community engagement. WOSA will
combine knowledge for sourcing grants for sport development facilities.
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The Playing fields
The Playing Field requires drainage intervention, 75% of football fixtures were
cancelled since September 2019, albeit during an extremely wet autumn
2019 and winter 2020. However, the field is regularly, excessively
waterlogged, even for normal walking.
Drainage of Playing Field will enhance Events, Football and Cricket hire. Parish
Council funding should be enhanced to better maintain this valuable sports
activity green space.
Play equipment for children is well positioned at both the Playing Field and at
the Village Green, there is a maintenance program to ensure that they are
safe and fit for purpose.
Cycle Routes
A viable cycle route or track to join the existing North Warwickshire cycle
route requires access from within Water Orton directly without other
transportation. The logical proposal is to integrate with North Warwickshire’s
31-mile cycle red route.
The Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan wishes to define and mark a safe cycle
route through Water Orton Village enabling a connection across the A446,
connect with cycling pathway, through the industrial estate and Coleshill
Parkway railway station to join the red route at Whitacre Heath Station Road.
There is also a need to serve the public in this mode of transport to work.
The Parish Council wish to work with NWBC to carry out a survey of routes to
be made whereby the footpath could be narrowed or verges could be utilised.
Care should be taken to ensure that any developed cycle route does not have
hazardous features such as road edge 'well' drainage. To avoid this hazard,
that causes cyclists to swerve into the road centre in avoidance, curb
perforated drains should replace those standard 'well' drains. This prevents
dangerous roads, which promotes cycling, and saves money on regular
maintenance due to 'well' drain tarmac surrounds requiring regular repairs.
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Fitness Trail
A pathway that is off-road on a stable footing suitable for jogging and walking
is simply integrated into the leisure cycling route proposed above. A
measured mile is also recommended by Central Government to be established
for community walking and jogging and could be on the existing pedestrian
pavements.
The Parish Council should consider the installation of outdoor fitness
equipment for use by residents. A potential site for this is around the
periphery of the new rugby club. Currently this is not permitted under
planning rules and the Parish Council should support a change to the planning
rule to facilitate the use of the rugby club for this use. The rugby club must
agree formally to allow the construction and community use.

Indoor Facilities
There is no, coordinated, on-line village database of indoor spaces for ‘Halls
to Rent'.
A lack of awareness is evident in the village to what facilities are available for
rent. There are unlinked calendars that are mainly individually managed and
distributed on request. A ‘Halls to Rent’ dynamic database should be built and
posted on or linked to the Water Orton Parish Council website.
This will raise the awareness of residents to the availability of leisure venues
on their doorstep. The following are facilities that may be included but are not
exclusive. The Parish Council shall consult with the management groups of
these facilities to the viability and benefit of the development of such a
database.
Similarly, this could be extended to the open spaces for rent such as pitches
and green spaces.
• The Link
• The Pavilion
• The Cricket Club
• The Rugby Club
• Library
• Scout Hut
• Pub function rooms, The Digby Hotel, The Dog Public House.
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Walking for health
Water Orton has no entry in North Warwickshire's Walkfinder Schemes;
however, there are many accessible walks through the neighbouring
countryside. Water Orton public footpaths are noted in Foot Path Maps web
site.

A local safe walk should be researched, marked and appended to the
Walkfinder scheme and WOPC website. This walk should engage all ages and
abilities; the positioning of benches is integral to incentivising less-able
walkers to improve their physical and mental welfare in this simple and
popular exercise.

Historically residents have used routes around agricultural land for leisure and
nature walks. This land has been acquired through a Compulsory Purchase
Order (CPO) for HS2 developments. Once the HS2 project has completed the
build, the Parish Council should investigate purchasing this land to recover
this historical use.

Creation of nature pathways through the new (HS2 mitigation) Ecological
Habitats, is a unique opportunity. These habitats are principally to preserve
endangered species, but they also enhance the local ecology and are there for
the public to enjoy. A walking trail, not suitable for wheeled access, would be
a pleasurable two-mile excursion through nature.
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Village facilities
The Parish Council recognises that much of the infrastructure relating to
recreation and leisure facilities within the village has existed for many
decades and, in some cases, in need of significant renovation. The Parish
Council is legally able to make grants to local organisations or clubs and
registered charities under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972
which states that donations can be spent for the benefit of part or all of the
community but not an individual, and that grants must be commensurate to
the benefit.
The Parish Council Grant awarding policy and procedure is available on their
website.
The Parish Council is also able to support bids for larger sums from external
organisations provided that the bid is commensurate with their grants award
policy.

HS2 Options
A possible leisure option lies in the development of HS2 whereby land
previously agricultural is now planned to be residual in small parcels from
East to West across the South of the village. There are opportunities to create
leisure walks and cycle ways linking through these parcels of land.
Connectivity is viable from the West of the village at the HS2 Bromford
Tunnel on Birmingham Road to the East of the village on Watton Lane at the
traffic lights at the A446. This route would not only connect Water Orton but
also connect Castle Bromwich, Park Hall School cycle path, for cyclists to and
from Coleshill for school and for work access and connect to the NWBC red
route for leisure. It would also form a direct connection between the Water
Orton and Coleshill Parkway railway stations via the village carpark.
A partially constructed trail will present itself for development into such paths
as indicated in the HS2 proposed landscaping below.
Linking point, A to B is the objective, enabling cycle to work routes primarily
along the main routes and opening for leisure walking and cycling utilising
existing paths and proposed HS2 Haul Road following a to h.
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HS2 Landscape Proposal

Insert Picture
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Section 4 - Recreation and Leisure
Policies
Recreation and Leisure Policy 1
The Parish Council shall encourage externally initiated sports incentive
policies.
Recreation and Leisure Policy 2
The Parish Council shall encourage the Water Orton Sports Association and
proactively seek to support sport related initiatives developed by the
Association.
Recreation and Leisure Policy 3
The Parish, Borough and County Councils shall work together to enable safe
cycling and walking routes through Water Orton, both a direct, through
village, and a boundary orientated leisure cycling and walking route.
Recreation and Leisure Policy 4
The Parish Council shall develop walking trails and paths with sites for
'Friendship Benches'.
Recreation and Leisure Policy 5
The Parish Council shall investigate funding options for Friendship Benches
and install the benches as required.
Recreation and Leisure Policy 6
The Parish Council shall expose and promote the availabilities of village
facilities and the activities within as directed by the appropriate management
group of the particular facility.

Insert Picture
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Section 5 - Green Spaces and
Community Areas
Background
Green Spaces and Community Areas are vital to us all and provide the
backbone to our village.
We are surrounded to the South, West and East by motorways and soon to be
HS2 Rail link but still manage to retain a rural atmosphere and ambience.
We now reside in a highly desirable area which people will strive to develop
and deprive us of green spaces.
Our aim is to capture, improve and protect this ‘special’ community and to
enhance and project it into the future for all our descendants.
Good quality accessible landscapes, including urban spaces as well as the
wider countryside, have huge potential to improve our health and wellbeing,
often offering a more cost-effective solution than clinical interventions. Green
infrastructure is the network of natural features, green spaces, rivers and
lakes which run through, and connect, our towns, villages and countryside.
Regular green space visits are associated with increased physical activity, a
lower probability of being overweight or obese and an improvement in mental
wellbeing when compared to exercising indoors

Water and Flood Risks
In addition, open spaces and green infrastructure can make a valuable
contribution to managing surface water run-off. Open spaces and green
infrastructure can form part of critical flood risk management systems by
providing space for managed flooding, protecting built up areas. Urbanisation
has significant effects on rainwater interception, storage and infiltration
processes. Alteration of these hydrological processes can lead to increased
surface runoff and greater vulnerability to flooding, with its associated
physical and psychological effects. Water Orton experienced devastating
flooding in 2020.
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Drainage systems
Proper utilization of green infrastructure and Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) can reduce the impacts caused by flooding. The primary benefits of
SuDS to flood management are rainfall interception, increased soil infiltration,
water uptake, water storage and the delay of peak flows, all of which reduce
the quantity of water requiring management.
It should be recognised that the geography of Water Orton, within the Tame
Valley, makes the likelihood of flooding to be high in some areas and thus the
introduction of dedicated green and/or wetland is a considerable factor when
developing local plans.
Proper utilization of green infrastructure and Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) can reduce the impacts caused by flooding. The primary benefits of
SuDS to flood management are rainfall interception, increased soil infiltration,
water uptake, water storage and the delay of peak flows, all of which reduce
the quantity of water requiring management.

Insert Picture
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Section 5 - Green Spaces and
Community Areas
Objectives
Green Spaces and Community Areas Objective 1
Maximise, procure, protect and enhance the Green Spaces & Community
Areas available.
Green Spaces and Community Areas Objective 2
Proactively manage our Hedgerows, Trees & Green verges.
Green Spaces and Community Areas Objective 3
Define & Develop Wetland / Wilderness areas.
Green Spaces and Community Areas Objective 4
Maintain Public Rights of Way and footpaths.
Green Spaces and Community Areas Objective 5
Ensure Provision of Public green and Open Spaces in New Developments.
Green Spaces and Community Areas Objective 6
Meet the recommended standards for Green Spaces from; Fields in Trust,
Natural England and Woodland Trust.

Insert Picture
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Section 5 - Green Spaces and
Community Areas
Supporting Data
This infrastructure provides a wide range of benefits to our health and
wellbeing, including:
• helping to reduce air, water and noise pollution
• lower urban temperatures and manage flood risk
• increasing opportunities for recreation and physical activity
• providing spaces for education and play
• increasing social interaction for all ages
• delivering economic benefits, lowering deprivation and sickness rates
• creating locally distinctive places and habitats that are restorative,
healing.
• promote mental wellbeing
• providing opportunity for local food production
Allotments bring several benefits to both individuals and the wider community
and over 70% of residents believe that spending time in their gardens is
important for their quality of life. Many people, however, do not have the
space, opportunity or knowledge to be able to grow their own fruit and
vegetables. There are a limited number of allotments in Vicarage Lane as well
as a small herb garden at the Library.
Consideration could be given to obtaining further space for additional
allotments to suit future demands. The village supports the following
recommendations:
Fields in Trust (PAD (2008)):
That 6 acres (2.4 ha) of recreational space is required for every 1000 people.
Natural England (ANGSt (2010)):
 at least 2-ha in size, no more than 300m (5 mins walk) from home
 at least one accessible 20-ha site within two kilometres of home
 one accessible 100-hectare site within five kilometres of home
 one accessible 500-hectare site within ten kilometres of home
 Minimum of one ha. of statutory Local Nature Reserves per thousand
population.
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Woodland Trust (Woodland Access Standard (2010)):
• That no person should live more than 500m from at least one area of
accessible woodland of no less than 2ha in size.
• That there should also be at least one area of accessible woodland of
no less than 20ha within 4km (8km round trip) of people’s homes
Newt Habitat Walk
Hs2 carried out a survey of newt populations in 2015 on the proposed site for
the Old Saltleians Rugby Club. A number of species were identified, and
consideration was given to consolidating their existence, as required by law. A
number of new ponds were created within the area of wilderness adjacent to
the eastern boundary of the club in which to re-house the existing newt
population. It is proposed that this area be adopted into our walks for leisure.
Proposed Green spaces

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Village Green
Playing Fields
Tennis Courts
Cricket Pitch
Old Graveyard
Village Church Grounds

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Bowls club & Allotments
Scout Hut
Memorial Triangle (known as Orton Fell)
Community Centre
Rugby Club
The Old Sidings
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Section 5 - Green Spaces and
Community Areas
Policies
Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 1
The formal green space available within Water Orton shall be defined as 6
acres (2.4 hectare) for every 1000 people. Reference Fields in Trust (PAD
(2008))
Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 2
Every tree that is older than approx 50 years should be subject to a formal
review to establish Tree Preservation Order status as defined by NWBC (or
Warwickshire County Council).
Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 3
All trees that are within a tree canopy area density of 5 trees per 5000m²
should be subject to a formal review to establish tree preservation order
status as defined by NWBC (or Warwickshire County Council).
Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 4
Within the formal green space described in policy 1, there shall be a formal
wetland area within the green space.
Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 5
The Parish Council will seek to ensure we meet the recommended standards
for Green Spaces from Fields in Trust, Natural England and Woodland Trust
and they shall be maintained by the Parish Council to help preserve the rural
origins and to enhance views from within and outside the Village.

1. Respect Green Belt
2. Retain green verges
3. Enhance Village Gateways (Reference Village Design statement 2002)
Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 6
Water Orton Parish Council will assume responsibility to ensure hedgerows
and verges not covered in Policy 7 and those that encroach and cause
nuisance to public thoroughfares are maintained to a safe and good standard.
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Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 7
Warwickshire County Council, North Warwickshire Borough Council and the
relevant Highways Authority will continue to maintain Hedgerows and verges
on Public Highways to a safe and good standard.
Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 8
The Parish Council shall protect the designated Green spaces by ‘Deed of
Dedication’ which protects them for perpetuity. (Fields in Trust)

Insert Picture
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Section 6 - Commercial
Background
Business in Water Orton is clustered around the industrial estate to the East
of the village and a mixed retail offer around the heart of the village that is on
Birmingham Road; this is a mixed residential and retail area.
Water Orton industrial estate has a total of building floor space of 2500m² and
is allocated into three units. All units are currently occupied. This area also
includes a metal recycling facility.
Water Orton retail is served by:
2
1
2
1
4
1

x
x
x
x
x
x

supermarkets
travel agent
ladies hairdressers/ beauty salons
barber
fast food providers
pharmacy

2
2
1
1
1
1

x
x
x
x
x
x

public houses
dentists
tool-hire business
community farm
garden centre
carpet shop

The village also has several small home-based businesses which are either
internet based or internet reliant. The rural economy and existing small
businesses are a vital part of village life.
There are limited opportunities for employment in Water Orton and many
villagers seek to pursue work further afield.
Local or easy access to
employment opportunities is important to residents. Being in good
employment protects health, while unemployment contributes to poor health
and is associated with increased mortality rates. Water Orton is
predominantly a commuter village but has a significant internal commerce.
The existing businesses and employment opportunities in Water Orton help
the sustainability of the community as is exemplified by their support to
village life such as the annual carnival.
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Section 6 - Commercial
Objectives
The Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan recognises the importance of
commercial infrastructure, services and facilities to the sustainability of the
village and thus has the following objectives:
Commercial Objective 1
To encourage and support a thriving and sustainable local economy
Commercial Objective 2
To support rural diversification
Commercial Objective 3
To welcome and support village start-up businesses
Commercial Objective 4
To define and protect commercial space
Commercial Objective 5
To promote connecting communities to fast fibre broadband and 5G coverage
within the Parish Boundary

Insert Picture

Page 52

Section 6 - Commercial
Supporting Data
The Office of National Statistics (ONS) state that 75.6% of the Water Orton
population is economically active. This includes 79.6% of males and 71.6% of
females. The graphs here indicate a) the diversity of employment status as
identified in the 2011 Census and b) the percentage of long term
unemployment and never worked. There are greater numbers in full time and
self-employment compared to Warwickshire and England.
Local or easy access to employment opportunities is important for resident’s
health and wellbeing and reducing inequalities. Being in good employment
protects health, while unemployment contributes to poor health and is
associated with increased mortality rates. The protection of existing local
employment opportunities should be supported by sustainable travel and
networks that allow easy access, preferably by sustainable or active travel to
sites of employment. The necessary infrastructure should be in place, such as
broadband to support home working.

The Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan takes a lead from two wider planning
documents:
1. The National Planning Policy Framework
2. The North Warwickshire Local Plan
The salient points from these documents are emphasised below.
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The National Planning
The National Planning and Policy Framework recommend promoting the
retention and development of local services and further state the need to
seek and address barriers to investment such as inadequate infrastructure
and services. Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan takes this objective as a tenet
that runs through the commercial section.
The National Planning and Policy Framework and the North Warwickshire
Local Plan both draw attention to any future sites to meet local business
needs, being sensitive to prospective or in-situ surroundings, so not to have
an unacceptable impact on local roads and at the same time exploiting any
opportunity to make a new business site more sustainable.
The North Warwickshire Local Plan also plans to improve infrastructure to
support economic development and facilitating regeneration initiatives that
capture local economic benefit and supports investment, maintaining and
extending services, directly benefitting rural needs. Water Orton wishes to be
an active contributor to delivering this objective.

Fast Food
This Neighbourhood Plan recognises that there may currently be a conflict
between the existing retail offering and the objectives of the residents’ health
and well-being. The retail mix is skewed by disproportionately high provision
of fast food to the residents. The chart below demonstrates the total number
of hours that retail stores are open and offering 'fast food'.
This Neighbourhood Plan seeks to redress the balance and would support
more healthy food offerings or premises where seated food outlets
dominated.
Retail Hours Breakdown Showing Availability of Fast-Food
Take-Away

32%

Retail Hours Available for
Fast Food Take-Away
68%
Retail Hours Available for
non-Fast Food Take-Away
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The Commercial Life of the village
The commercial life of Water Orton is built upon an efficient broadband
system. The provision of High-Speed broadband throughout the Borough is
both important for the current situation and also to allow businesses to grow
and develop and exploit opportunities. Broadband speeds are poor in Water
Orton with Asymmetric digital subscriber line (ADSL) as low as 3MB/s and
even fibre as low as 30MB/s. If more 'home businesses' are to flourish in
Water Orton, the community must work with broadband infrastructure
providers to build a customised solution to bring fibre broadband equivalent
speeds to homes and businesses. Joint funding arrangements should be
investigated and examination of potential grants for this work investigated.

4G Masks and signal strength
Current mobile signal strength in Water Orton is variable. The official
availability map from OfCom is shown below:

The majority of the populated area of Water Orton has a “possible chance” for
an indoor coverage of the 4G network. Aside from this macroscopic view of
mobile signal strength, there are specific roads and houses that have no
signal at all (an example is Mercer Avenue).
As the 5G network grows, it should be recognised that there will be
communities who will still be reliant on the 4G network. Water Orton is keen
to trial 5G network developments in preference to short term improvements
to the 4G network followed by further infrastructure work to introduce 5G
technology.
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Section 6 - Commercial
Policies
Commercial Policy 1
The Parish and Borough Councils will ensure that existing businesses’ needs
are addressed as expressed by the local business forum. The ‘village shops’
should remain the focal point for services and facilities that serve the wider
community.
Commercial Policy 2
The Parish and Borough Councils will develop opportunities to improve the
capability for residents to work from home using the latest technology.
Commercial Policy 3
The Parish and Borough Councils will develop existing businesses or enable
the start-up of new small businesses appropriate to the ‘rural’ area will be
supported.
Commercial Policy 4
The Parish and Borough Councils will ensure the protection of existing local
employment opportunities.
Commercial Policy 5
The Parish shall aspire to an indoor or outdoor market providing services and
products that are not, necessarily, required daily. An example of this may be
a mobile Post Office, Pop-up-shops or mobile retail banking facility.
Commercial Policy 6
The Parish Council shall encourage trading of produce from allotments and
small holdings.
Commercial Policy 7
The Parish Council shall support the appropriate expansion of existing
businesses which meet local employment needs commensurate with the
village environment.
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Commercial Policy 8
The Parish Council seeks to substantially maintain the existing retail floor
space within the Parish Boundary. Expansion of retail space above ground
level will not be supported if it results in the loss of residential premises.
Commercial Policy 9
The Parish Council shall support business proposals for 'healthy options' or
seated food outlets.
Commercial Policy 10
The Parish Council seeks to substantially maintain the existing industrial floor
space within the Parish Boundary.
Commercial Policy 11
The Parish Council will work closely with the Borough Council to proactively
manage the available retail mix and new retail opportunities, aligned with
delivering health and wellbeing in our neighbourhood.
Commercial Policy 12
Any industrial estates within the Parish Boundary are to be located on the
east side of the village (around Marsh Lane) to limit adverse HGV impact
within the residential neighbourhood.
Commercial Policy 13
The Parish Council shall support vital telecommunications infrastructure for
new and existing business to ensure essential Broadband, superfast
broadband and 5G mobile networks are available to the economy.
Commercial Policy 14
The Parish Council shall develop a survey to establish the demand for
generally increased broadband capability and work with broadband
infrastructure providers to build a customised solution to meet the need. Joint
funding arrangements should be investigated and examination of potential
grants for this work investigated.
Commercial Policy 15
The Parish Council will monitor Broadband and 5G networks in terms of
coverage, reliability and competitive speed. Performance issues will be
collated and discussed with key stakeholders.
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Section 7- Security and Safety
Background
Social Media, in particular, Social Media Applications that can become more
‘local’ such as Facebook, become agitated when any incident is experienced
by an individual. This experience quickly becomes a community issue and not
just the individual’s issue.
In recent years, cost cutting exercises by major authorities have seen
reductions in the number of Police on the streets and the switching-off of
street lighting in some streets after a certain time
Both trends have led to a perfect storm and there is a perception within
Water Orton that security of the individual and security of property is a
growing issue.
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Section 7- Security and Safety
Objectives
Security and Safety Objective 1
To promote the reporting of all local crime to the Police Authority reflecting
greater victim confidence in the Police Authority.
Security and Safety Objective 2
To reduce the crime rate such that the official crime statistics show that
Water Orton is in the lower two-percentile for England and North
Warwickshire before 2031. Clarification of this target is given in Appendix A.
Security and Safety Objective 3
To measure and improve the public perception of crime within Water Orton.
Security and Safety Objective 4
All pavements, footpaths and walkways shall be safe for use by pedestrians,
mobility scooters, pushchairs and children’s bicycles.
Security and Safety Objective 5
To ensure that all road users comply to national legislation including local bylaws.
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Section 7- Security and Safety
Supporting data
The total number of reported crimes for North Warwickshire West has reduced
steadily from 2017 to 2020. In March 2019 Warwickshire police had seen a
45% fall in frontline officers compared to 2010. In February 2019, following
an extensive public consultation by the Warwickshire Police Commissioner,
Warwickshire Chief Constable was instructed to recruit an additional 85 police
officers, 5 police community support officers and 10 civilian crime
investigators.
More locally, the crime statistics for Water Orton are shown below:

Water Orton Crime statistics
70
60
50

Vehicle crime – including
theft of vehicle, theft from
vehicle and theft of number
plates/vehicle parts
Burglary – including
dwellings, businesses,
garages and sheds

40
30
20

Theft – including theft from
shop

Criminal damage

10
0

Other
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Policing
Since 2019, Water Orton has seen an increased police presence on the streets
through the reintroduction of police officers based in Coleshill. The local crime
rate chart above demonstrates the value of this local police presence.

The Warwickshire Police and Crime Commissioner identifies anti-social
behaviour as a key issue in his December 2019 Performance Report. The
report reflects the perceptions of Water Orton residents. "ASB generally
follows a very seasonal trend, from which we would expect volumes to be at
their highest in the summer and have a stable low period in the winter
months". Water Orton residents expect to see an increased focus on this issue
during the 'peak months', such an act by the Police would serve to increase
the confidence in the Police and to allay many 'perceived crime' issues.

Water Orton Parish Council supports the NWBC published "community safety
partnership plan" and recognises the prevalence of road safety issues, rural
crime and serious acquisitive crime (with a focus on vehicle crime and
residential burglary).
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Section 7- Security and Safety
Polices
Security and Safety Policy 1
There shall be quarterly key stakeholder reviews of local and national crime
statistics. This review shall include road traffic safety. Corrective measures
shall be agreed at these review meetings with enforceable actions on all key
stake holders and recommended actions to members of the public.
Security and Safety Policy 2
The Parish Council shall sponsor a bi-annual public survey to quantify the
public perception of safety.
Security and Safety Policy 3
The major issues identified in the public survey shall be reviewed jointly by
key stake holders.
Security and Safety Policy 4
The Parish Council shall ensure that all highways within the Water Orton
boundary comply with the manual of contract documents for highway works
volume 1 specification for highway works.
Security and Safety Policy 5
The Parish Council shall carry out a bi-annual review of all village footpaths
against the recognised standards, with a report to be issued to the Borough
council for action.
Security and Safety Policy 6
Any new build properties shall adhere to “Secure by Design” standards
Security and Safety Policy 7
The Parish Council shall constantly review anti-social-behaviour issues
reported informally by residents and ensure that the police deal with each
case robustly.
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Section 8 - Character, Heritage and
Culture
Background
Water Orton has seen many changes over the years from its early roots as
‘Overton’ in possibly the 11th century, not least the coming of the Railway
Station and associated buildings in 1908 as well as motorways, toll roads and
high-speed rail. The population has increased considerably over the last 100
years.
Although surrounded by such urban development the village still has a rural
feel.

Water Orton falls within the ‘Arden Regional Character Area’ as defined by the
Warwickshire Landscapes Guidelines in 1993 and quoted in the Water Orton
Landscape Character Appraisal in 2002. As indicated in the appraisal the
landscapes immediately around Water Orton fall into two subdivisions:
a) Arden Parklands (to the South of the village
b) River Valley Wetlands (to the North)
There are historical houses in the Conservation Area above the river Tame on
Old Church Road, as well as an old churchyard and ancient Stone Cross. The
Vesey Bridge over the river is Grade I listed and dates from 1520.

The Village Design statement
The Village Design Statement (VDS) was completed in 2002 following
consultation with Water Orton community at that time. It was formally
adopted by North Warwickshire Borough Council in the form of the
Supplementary Planning Guidance in February 2003. The VDS focussed
significantly on the character and heritage of Water Orton, this
Neighbourhood Plan seeks to adopt the ethos of the VDS and provide an
enhanced level of legislative authority that is coincident with Neighbourhood
Plans.
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Vision for the future within the Village Design statement
The Water Orton Village Design Statement included a vision for the future of
Water Orton:
1. Fringe development of Water Orton would adversely impact the
remaining green belt land that buffers the village from the effects of the
motorways
2. Landscape must be maintained to preserve village identity
3. Green spaces must be protected
4. Footpaths and pedestrian mobility must be maintained
5. Development or home extensions must be in keeping with surrounding
character
Water Orton carnival has been an annual event for 50 years, Water Orton
Carnival Committee is a non-profit making voluntary organisation that also
raises money for local good causes. Notable among these “good causes” is an
annual Christmas party for Water Orton residents of pension age and a
second for children of primary school age.
There are a diverse range of activities within the village as referenced in other
parts of this plan covering sport, art, music, and many groups (for adults and
children) who meet to share common interests.
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Section 8 - Character, Heritage and
Culture
Objectives
Character and Heritage Objective 1
Protect and improve local character and heritage.
Character and Heritage Objective 2
Protect and improve conservation area
Character and Heritage Objective 3
Identify and protect non designated buildings
Character and Heritage Objective 4
Adopt the ethos of the VDS and SPG providing an enhanced level of legislative
authority that is coincident with Neighbourhood Plans.
Character and Heritage Objective 5
Maintain and improve cultural activities
Character and Heritage Objective 6
Maintain and improve green open spaces
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Section 8 - Character, Heritage and
Culture
Supporting Data
Water Orton has a rural feel with green open spaces. It is a small green oasis
surrounded by urban development including motorways and railways.
The village has main thoroughfares with small cul-de-sac developments
added over time. Many properties have turned over front gardens to parking
spaces, several roads have on street parking.
The Water Orton Village Design Statement 2002 and the Supplementary
Planning Guidance should be considered as an integral part of this plan. The
VDS and SPG have been reviewed and are still considered to be relevant. The
objectives and policies in this Neighbourhood Plan reflect this.
The Landscape Character Assessment of 2002 defined the character from
both inside and outside the perimeters of Water Orton indicating that Water
Orton falls within the ‘Arden Regional Character Area’ as defined by the
Warwickshire Landscapes Guidelines in 1993.
The National Trust’s document Guide to Heritage in Neighbourhood Plans
2019 refers to the policy on conserving and enhancing the historic
environment particularly paragraph 185 of the National Planning Policy
Framework 2019.
Plans should set out a positive strategy for the
conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment including heritage
assets most at risk through neglect, decay or other threats.
Conservation Area
The area above the River Tame in Minworth Road up from the Vesey Bridge
and round Old Church Road forms the conservation area as indicated on the
map below. This was part of the original settlement around the old chapel in
the Parish of Aston.
North Warwickshire Borough Council compiles the ‘Conservation Areas in the
Borough of North Warwickshire in November 1995’.
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The table below summaries the buildings
Buildings in Statutory List of
Special Architectural or
Historic Interest
Buildings within the
conservation area which merit
inclusion due to architectural
or historic interest
Buildings considered to be of
local interest

Bishop Vesey Bridge
St Peter & St Paul Church
Old Stone Cross in old churchyard
The Chestnuts
Wakefield House
Orton Lodge, Old Church Road
House opposite Wakefield House to North
West
No. 1 Old Church Road (reputed to be
oldest shop in Warwickshire)
Orton cottages
23 Manor House Lane

Conservation Area Map

Page 67

Important buildings within the village
In addition, several Buildings, Structures and open spaces have been
identified as important (non designated) to the character and heritage of
Water Orton as below:
Railway Station Building (built 1908)
Water Orton Primary School (‘Attleboro Lane’)
War Memorial at Orton Fell (built 2018)
Site of Chapel of Ease and old churchyard gravestones
Methodist Church and Hall
The Link
The Library
The Digby Hotel
The Dog Inn
Overton House
Gateway entrances
Replacement of Spire on St Peter & St Paul Church
"The residents of Water Orton were sad to see the demise of the spire on St
Peter and St Paul Church and wish to see this replaced"
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Section 8 - Character, Heritage and
Culture
Policies
Character and Heritage Policy 1
Water Orton has a blend of old Victorian terraces alongside more modern
development. Any future development should respect and enhance existing
character.
Character and Heritage Policy 2
Any development in the village should follow the Village Design
Supplementary planning guidance advice adopted by North Warwickshire
Borough Council in 2003.
Character and Heritage Policy 3
Pre 1920s buildings should be preserved where possible.
Character and Heritage Policy 4
Alterations and extensions should complement original features.
Character and Heritage Policy 5
Ensure new development improves rather than detracts from the character
and heritage of the Village. New builds should meet Local Plan Policy and the
needs of the community and should follow supplementary planning guidance.
Character and Heritage Policy 6
The Conservation Area should be preserved and where possible enhanced.
Any development within the Conservation Area should be in keeping with the
character and appearance to maintain the area’s historic character. Protect
existing listed historic buildings or structures or those that may be listed in
the future.
Character and Heritage Policy 7
The Parish Council shall carry out a formal survey in the village to determine
if there are any buildings or structures that need to be considered for listed
status. Some of these are already identified in a table in the supporting data
section.
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Character and Heritage Policy 8
The Parish Council shall work with North Warwickshire Borough Council to
ensure there is the right mix of new homes in terms of type size and tenure.

Character and Heritage Policy 9
Landscape character should be preserved as much as possible by respecting
the Green belt, retaining green verges for residents and visitors.
Character and Heritage Policy 10
The Parish Council and Warwickshire County Council shall enhance the
Gateway entrances to the village.
Character and Heritage Policy 11
The Parish Council shall maintain existing green spaces within the Village to
help preserve its rural origins and to enhance views from within and outside
the Village.
Character and Heritage Policy 12
The Parish Council shall review and encourage development of culture within
Water Orton as referred to in other policies in this plan.
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Section 9 - Transport
Background
Water Orton Development boundary has major transport intersections
through it:
• to the North of the development boundary is an existing train line
• to the East the M42
• to the West the M6
• to the South is planned the Delta Junction of HS2
Within this overview, the East of the village has plans for the HS2 tunnel as
the line heads towards Birmingham and to the west is the A446, a major
trunk road that will take significant HS2 construction traffic. Managing heavy
goods vehicles through and around Water Orton is a key consideration during
the HS2 construction phase.
The road to Castle Vale, a conurbation of Birmingham, takes motor vehicles
and pedestrians over Vesey Bridge. The Bridge was built in 1520 by John
Vesey. The bridge is a grade II listed bridge, which is scheduled as an Ancient
Monument. Modern satellite navigation systems do not show this bridge as
restricted for heavy goods vehicles and there is congestion several times
every week due to drivers not heeding the restriction signs and attempting to
cross. There is also a weight limit on the road bridge over the railway line by
Water Orton station.
Water Orton grew around the railways; Water Orton Railway Station was first
opened in 1842 by the Birmingham and Derby Junction Railway on its line
into Birmingham Lawley Street from Whitacre Junction and the population has
grown steadily since this time. Sadly, in recent years, the rail services have
reduced to Water Orton despite passenger numbers increasing.
With the entire infrastructure, Water Orton would be well connected to the
national transport network; this is not the case.
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Damage to infrastructure
The road surfaces can be unintentionally impacted by HGVs. The friction
created by heavier vehicles can cause surface wear on the road, and even
cause damage to nearby buildings and structures due to increased vibration
levels. The road from Water Orton to Castle Vale is heavily used by HGV
traffic and the surface is continually subject to repair. If the number of HGV
through Water Orton increases, the condition of the road surfaces must be
constantly monitored, and budgets made available for repair by the relevant
authority. Geographically, Water Orton is heavily surrounded by the national
transport network but suffers from a lack of access to it.

Key amenities should be within a reasonable distance for travelling or walking
to and provide the opportunity to choose a healthy lifestyle. Local amenities,
such as community/health centres, schools, and food stores should be within
a five-minute walkable distance, reducing the need for car use, promoting
physical activity and integrating facilities and services into the heart of the
community.
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Transport Options
There are concerns that limited transport options, particularly for frail and
elderly residents with mobility issues, is impacting on their ability to access
services. Elderly residents having to give up their driving licence is an issue
impacting on ability to access services, remain independent and stay socially
connected. The rurality of the area is another factor impacting on transport
(or the lack of) as people feel that bus and train services are not always
available.
The local voluntary transport scheme Beeline is being reviewed currently but
there is a lack of volunteer drivers available to run increased demand and
there are cost implications for many people.
The Parish Council, in collaboration with seven other local Parish and Town
Councils have initiated a “Parish Buzz Figure 8” bus service to attempt to join
services in the local villages. This is a welcome initiative, but it does not
satisfy the requirement in total and only goes to highlight the scale of the
issue of an isolated community with an unsatisfactory transport strategy.
Integration
There is currently an issue with rail customers inconsiderate and illegal
parking on the streets around the station.
There is an opportunity for the rail companies and National Express to provide
a ‘Water Orton One Ticket’.
The current use of the Village Car Park is not efficient and options for an
interchange site should be investigated with facilities for 21st century cars,
bicycles, train and bus use.
The Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan takes this challenge and proposes to
make Water Orton a transport hub for the North Easterly section of North
Warwickshire.
Speed Watch
Several volunteers from the village have formed a Speed watch scheme,
started from a Parish council incentive, in conjunction with North
Warwickshire Police.
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West Midlands Stations Alliance
A 2020 initiative, led by West Midlands Stations Alliance, identified issues with
the rail service and infrastructure for Water Orton:
The poor condition of the station building
The historic building has been allowed to fall into a poor state due to lack
of ownership and management. The existing station building needs
refurbishment.
There is no disabled or pushchair access to the platform
As users come down the stairs onto the platforms, the one shelter located
at the bottom of the stairs causes customers to cluster into one area to
keep dry if it is raining, alternative covered waiting areas are required.
Operational improvements
The introduction of the clean air zone in Birmingham city centre, the
infrequent train service and infrequent bus service make it difficult for
potentially access employment in Birmingham city centre. The station
needs frequent peak and off-peak train service which will also allow
customers access to the night-time economy
The Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) that serves Water Orton,
naturally, directs patients to Nuneaton, Coventry and Rugby Hospitals for
secondary care. There is no bus or rail route that serves this need.
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Section 9 - Transport
Objectives
Transport Objective 1
To ensure the safe free flow of all traffic modes through Water Orton.
Transport Objective 2
To allow sustainable transport links for residents and visitors alike, in-to and
out of Water Orton to major hubs surrounding the village.
Transport Objective 3
To allow efficient transport within Water Orton to, and from, local amenities.
Transport Objective 4
To encourage walking and cycling as a major form of transport.
Transport Objective 5
To minimise all forms of pollution within the Water Orton boundary.
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Section 9 - Transport
Supporting Data
Transport can affect Water Orton in both positive and negative ways.
• Access to a range of services including health, education and
employment.
• Access to social networks and inclusion.
• Active travel through walking and cycling can have major health
benefits and lead to an improved quality of life.
• Road traffic accidents and injuries to drivers, cyclists and pedestrians
can cause traffic and congestion, noise nuisance, annoyance and sleep
disturbance.
• Car use can lead to reduced physical activity and being overweight and
obese.
• Air pollution from traffic emissions can reduce lung function and is
linked to asthma,
• Cancer, heart and circulatory diseases and is particularly harmful to
the most vulnerable members of the community.
• There is a wide variation as to the ownership/availability of a car.
13.4% of households are without transport
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Future Development
Future village developments should minimise the need to travel by private car
promoting ‘stride and ride’ where users walk/cycle to the public transport
(Active transport) promoting physical activity compared to door to door car
travel; provide bus stops with good quality seating and timetable displays and
develop new, clearly lit footpaths and cycle paths giving access to key local
facilities, encouraging community safety and improving the image of public
transport. Active transport has substantial benefits for health, safety and
wellbeing. Greater use of active transport would result in improved health
outcomes. Increased active transport will also have environmental benefits,
improving air quality due to reduced vehicle use and supporting the climate
change agenda in Warwickshire.
The Parish Council through this Neighbourhood Plan supports and
recommends the findings from the West Midlands Station alliance workshop of
April 2020.
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Section 9 - Transport
Transport Policies
Transport Policy 1
The Parish Council to take the lead with North Warwickshire Borough and
Warwickshire County Councils to develop the road system to allow for
efficient traffic control and management.
Transport Policy 2
The Parish Council shall support North Warwickshire Borough Council to
develop the village car park as a sustainable transport hub for cars, bus,
train, and cycles throughout the 21st century.
Transport Policy 3
The Parish Council will work in partnership with Warwickshire county council
to ensure frequent public transport to major destinations.
Transport Policy 4
The Parish Council shall support North Warwickshire Borough Council to
ensure that the parking around the shopping areas is limited to shoppers
only.
Transport Policy 5
The Parish Council would support the development of a dedicated HGV
parking area specifically to alleviate the 'on-road' waiting for the weighbridge
on Marsh Lane.
Transport Policy 6
The police shall enforce the existing legislation for traffic crossing Vesey
Bridge.
Transport Policy 7
The Parish Council shall seek appropriate compliance with, and enforcement
of, air traffic laws and regulation above Water Orton.
Transport Policy 8
Warwickshire County Council and Birmingham City Council shall improve
traffic management across Vesey Bridge.
Transport Policy 9
North Warwickshire Borough Council shall improve management and
availability for vehicle parking in accordance with adopted NWBC parking
standards.
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Transport Policy 10
The Parish Council shall actively monitor HS2 noise levels and ensure, by
further attenuation means, that the levels are within those defined at the
initiation of the HS2 project
Transport Policy 11
The Parish Council shall ensure that all highways within the Water Orton
boundary comply with the manual of contract documents for highway works
volume 1 specification for highway works.
Transport Policy 12
The Parish Council shall liaise with parents and staff at Water Orton Primary
School to develop a 'walking bus' service
Transport Policy 13
The Parish Council shall develop dedicated cycle routes around Water Orton
and to neighbouring communities
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Section 10 - POLICIES Matrix
To be populated
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Section 11 – Web site Links
Web sites references:
Introduction
Warwickshire County Council ‘Warwickshire Insights’ report
www.data.warwickshire.gov.uk/

2011 Census – Office for National Statistics
www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011census

The Parish Council Grants and Projects
www.wopc.org.uk/grants-and-project-status/

Health and Wellbeing
NWBC Local Development Framework 2016
www.northwarks.gov.uk

Automated External Defibrillator Locations
www.heartsafe.org.uk/aed-locations

Housing
Lifetime homes
www.lifetimehomes.org.uk

Energy Standards
www.building.co.uk/communities/energy-standards-for-new-homes-the-government gets-tough/5102055.article

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
www.susdrain.org/

Electric charging
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/818810/electric-vehiclecharging-in-residential-and-non-residential-buildings.pdf

Residential Parking Standards
https://www.planningni.gov.uk/index/policy/planning_statements_and_supplementary_planning_guidance/spg_other/parkingstandards/parking_standards_annexes/parking_standards_annexa.htm

Recreation and Leisure
Public Foot Paths
www.footpathmap.co.uk/

Map my Ride in Water Orton
www.mapmyride.com/gb/water-orton-eng/

Cycle North Warwickshire
www.cyclenorthwarwickshire.org.uk/info/2/cycle_routes/6/red_route

Walking for Health
www.walkingforhealth.org.uk/

‘why we’re here’
www.sportengland.org/why-were-here
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Leisure Facilities Strategy 2016-2031 - North Warwickshire Borough Council
www.northwarks.gov.uk/site/scripts/google_results.php?q=leisure+facilities+strategy+2016-2031

Playing Pitch Strategy 2016-2031 – North Warwickshire Borough Council
www.northwarks.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/7291/cd815a_playing_pitch_strategy_2017.pdf

Cycle North Warwickshire
www.cyclenorthwarwickshire.org.uk

Green Spaces and Community Areas
Natural England (Natural England's Green Space standard)
www.naturalengland.org.uk/

Woodlands trust
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/publications/2017/06/space-for-people-woodland-access/

Fields in Trust
www.fieldsintrust.org/guidance

Commercial
Mobile phone availability
https://checker.ofcom.org.uk/mobile-coverage

Local Area Report for Water Orton
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/localarea?compare=E04009658

Security and Safety
Warwickshire Police and crime Plan 2016 - 2021
www.warwickshire-pcc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/App-B-Warwickshire-Police-Performance-Summary-Q3201920.pdf?x47234

Character, Culture and Heritage
Design Guidance for Water Orton (2003)
www.northwarks.gov.uk/downloads/file/3474/design_guidance_for_water_orton_2003

The National Trust’s document Guide to Heritage in Neighbourhood Planning 2019
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/neighbourhood-planning

The National Planning Policy Framework 2019
www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework

Historic England
www.historicengland.org.uk

Water Orton Conservation Area
https://www.northwarks.gov.uk/downloads/file/3506/water_orton_conservation_area

Transport
Road transport and air emissions
www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/articles/roadtransportandairemissions/2019-09-16

Road Use Statistics Great Britain 2016
www.licencebureau.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/road-use-statistics.pdf
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Section 12 - References / Standards
Warwickshire Insights 2020’ report
2011 Census
Building Regulations (2010) standards
Part M4 Category 2 – Accessible and adaptable dwellings
Part M4 Category 3 - wheelchair user dwellings
Housing (authority standard section 106 - Framework 2016
Newt Ecology Study
Planning Application Ref: PAP/2016/0709
Charity Grants - Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972
New build standard “Secure by Design” standards
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Section 13 - Glossary
ADSL
AGP
ANGSt
CCG
CPR
CPO
CS
GHG
HWB
HS2
JSNA
NOx
NPPF
NSALG
NWBC
NWLP
ONS
PAD
PM
R&L
SPD
Sox
SPG
SuDs
WCC
VDS
VOA
WOCC

Asymmetric digital subscriber line
Artificial Grass Pitch
Natural England's Green Space standard (ANGSt)
Clinical Commissioning Group
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation
Compulsory Purchase Order
Core strategy
Greenhouse Gas
Health and Wellbeing
High speed 2
Joint Strategic Needs Assessment
Oxides of Nitrogen
National Planning Policy Framework
National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners
North Warwickshire Borough Council
North Warwickshire Local Plan
Office of National Statistics
Fields in trust
Particulate Matter
Recreation and Leisure
Supplementary Planning Documents
Sulphur Oxides
Supplementary Planning Guidance
Sustainable Drainage Systems
Warwickshire County Council
Village Design statement
Valuation Office Agency
Water Orton Cricket Club
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Section 14 – Supporting Documents
Neighbourhood Plan time phases
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Housing Needs Survey hard copy
Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan Housing Needs Survey – 22nd April 2020
Hard copy of survey available
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Section 15 - Appendices
Appendix A
Security and Safety objective 2 clarifications
'Percentile' is in everyday use, but there is no universal definition for it. The most
common definition of a percentile is a number where a certain percentage of scores
fall below that number. You might know that you scored 67 out of 90 on a test. But
that figure has no real meaning unless you know how well others in the test
performed, or 'what percentile you fall into'. If you know that your score is in the
90th percentile, that means you scored better than 90% of people who took the
test. If you know that your score is in the lower two percentile, it means that your
score was lower than that scored by 98% of people who took the test.
In the context of the crime statistic, if Water Orton is in the lower two-percentile, it
means that less that 2% of all crimes reported to the Warwickshire Constabulary
relate to Water Orton.
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Section 16 - Images / Photos
Add some additional photos of the village

Page 88

Section 17 - Outstanding actions
1. Issue first draft 18th May 2020 – NB - Complete
2. Add survey document to document section - BM
3. Add maps, graphs, charts and images where applicable and update Fig.
Numbers accordingly - BM
4. Contact Scouts to give their vision for this document - NB
5. Contact Water Orton Primary school to get the Children’s vision - JM
6. Find photographs suitable to add to the document – JM / JC / BM
7. Populate policy Matrix – NB/WR
8. Make amendments from feedback – Group
9. Group proofread each revision – Group Ongoing
10. Add Fishing to Recreation and Leisure section - ML
11. Seek permission for any copyrights (if applicable), i.e. Maps, data,
images – JM/JC
12. Public Forum meeting – check if everything is captured, add quotes to
Section 19 – NB / WR
13. Review housing survey results – KM / WR
14. Create an executive summary of the document – NB / BM
15. Review and monitor the frequency of the actions within this document –
Group Section 18
16. Add an agenda/timetable of review (every 2 years, then 5 years..?) –
Section 18 NB
17. Review parking space per household - NB
18. Add this document into final presentation format – BM
19. Review Index and page numbers once in new format – BM
20. Update figure numbers as pictures are added - BM
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Section 18 - Future Actions
How often do we review some of the statements within this document?
List of actions to be added
Who are actioned to be added?
Summarise the actions
Frequency of action to be added
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Section 19 – Public consultation quotes
Add Public quotes to this document here
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