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High Speed Two (HS2) is the new high speed railway for Britain.
This update provides information about upcoming work on Phase
One of the railway in your area.

Work over the coming
months

What to expect during main
construction work

Work on HS2 in your area is
progressing well, including our initial
enabling works and preparations for
main construction work. Over the
coming months we will be continuing
this activity, including site preparation,
ecological activity and archaeological
investigations around Coleshill.

In April, the Department for Transport gave
approval for HS2 to issue ‘Notice to
Proceed' to our main works civils
contractors working on Phase One of the
project.

Across this part of the Phase One route
the enabling works are being delivered
by LM - a joint venture between Laing
O’Rourke and J. Murphy & Sons.
Utilities work will be carried out by
relevant utilities companies.

The issuing of ‘Notice to Proceed’ marked
the point at which BBV started full detailed
design and construction work. Over the
coming months you may see BBV staff
creating compounds off Cappers Lane near
Lichfield, off Kingsbury Road near Marston
and Curdworth, near Water Orton, and off
Coleshill Heath Road by Chelmsley Wood,
as well as carrying out ground investigation
surveys to inform the design of HS2.

The main construction work is being
led by BBV - a joint venture between Please be assured that as we enter this
period of main construction work we remain
Balfour Beatty and Vinci.
committed to being a good neighbour to any
communities affected by our work.
You can still sign up for updates in your local
area at hs2inwarwickshire.co.uk and
hs2instaffordshire.co.uk.

Progress at the Cappers Lane
compound

HS2 works during the next few months
This information describes works that we are carrying out near you during autumn
and winter 2020 to progress Phase One of HS2.

Ecological updates
Our work to create a ‘green corridor’ of new wildlife
habitats and woodlands alongside the railway is
progressing well.

Our webinar programme started in September.
Dates for upcoming webinars will be advertised on
our local community websites.

This involves the planting of around 7 million new
trees and shrubs between London and the West
Midlands, as well as the creation of a series of new
wildlife habitats. Across the West Midlands and
Warwickshire we have already planted nearly
80,000 trees. In this area we have created new
habitats near Coleshill, Water Orton, Hints and
Lichfield with more sites planned for construction.

In addition to our habitat creation work, you may
have seen our contractors installing fencing and
removing some existing vegetation near you. This is
necessary to prepare the route of the railway for
future construction activity and is being
compensated by new woodlands and habitats
alongside the railway.

To show local communities how we are
accomplishing this goal we are hosting a series of
webinars with our ecological experts. These will
look into different aspects of how we are creating
the ‘green corridor’.
This includes how we are creating a new network
of woodland and wildlife habitats, how we are
managing our impact on local wildlife including
protected species, and how our archaeology teams
are analysing plant remains to recreate our past
landscapes.

At any ancient woodland sites we affect, we will be
relocating the existing soils to new woodlands
nearby. This will involve a specific and careful
process designed to maintain the valuable
biodiversity that currently exists in the soils.
We understand that the community has strong
feelings about this work. Please be assured that we
will continue to work within the necessary
regulations, including licences from Natural
England. In accordance with the law, qualified
ecologists will be on site to ensure wildlife species
are protected.

Ecological mitigation site near Water Orton
Call our HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081 434 434

Uncovering local history near
Coleshill

Creating a legacy for HS2 in

More than 1,000 archaeologists, specialists,
scientists and conservators will be exploring and
recording over 60 archaeological sites for HS2. As
part of HS2’s enabling works, they will reveal over
10,000 years of British history as part of the largest
archaeology programme ever undertaken in the
UK.

Warwickshire
HS2 offers two funds that are available to local
communities and businesses to help create a
positive legacy for the project in your area. These
are the Community and Environment Fund (CEF)
and the Business and Local Economy Fund (BLEF).

Our contractors Wessex Archaeology have been
supporting us in your area, unearthing interesting
discoveries around Coleshill. Our findings cover a
large area, approximately 125 hectares, and are
both significant and rare.

The CEF is designed to give communities the
opportunity to share in the benefits of HS2. It is an
allocated fund that communities are able to apply
for, to help to support local projects that aim to
improve their local area.

Some of our finds include:
• A large Bronze Age burnt mound
• Evidence of Iron Age occupation, including two
roundhouses and a field system
• Cremation burials from around the Iron Age
We and our partners are in the process of
examining these finds further, including using
radio carbon dating methods to more accurately
determine how old these finds are. They can tell us
lots about how people used to live in this area.
We recently ran an event to showcase what we
have found and what we can learn from our
archaeological work. We plan to run further
sessions online as part of our efforts to tell you
more about what we are unearthing in your area.

Iron Age roundhouse

Staffordshire and North

In North Warwickshire, we have worked with the
Friends of Bodymoor Heath Victory Hall to fund the
improvements to the Victory Hall. This included
reconfiguration of the Hall’s unused space to install
a fitted kitchen, improving insulation and replacing
heavy chairs and tables with more practical
furniture.
In Staffordshire we have collaborated with a
number of groups including the Tamworth District
Scout Council. Through the use of CEF funding
they will construct an additional building in their
site to expand its District Activity Centre.
For more information about future funding
opportunities please visit https://hs2funds.org.uk/.

Burnt mount, mid excavation

Call our HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081 434 434

Keeping you informed
We are committed to keeping you informed about work on
HS2. This includes ensuring you know what to expect and
when to expect it, as well as how we can help.

Residents’ Charter and Commissioner
The Residents’ Charter is our promise to
communicate as clearly as we possibly can with
people who live along or near the HS2 route.
www.gov.uk/government/publications/hs2residents-charter
We also have an independent Residents’
Commissioner whose job is to make sure we
keep to the promises we make in the Charter
and to keep it under constant review. Find
reports at:
www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-ltdresidents-commissioner
You can contact the Commissioner at:
residentscommissioner@hs2.org.uk

Construction Commissioner
The Construction Commissioner’s role is to
mediate and monitor the way in which HS2 Ltd
manages and responds to construction
complaints. You can contact the Construction
Commissioner by emailing:
complaints@hs2-cc.org.uk

Property and compensation

You can find out all about HS2 and properties
along the line of route by visiting:
www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2property
Find out if you’re eligible for compensation at:
www.gov.uk/claim-compensation-if-affected-byhs2

Holding us to account

Contact Us
If you have any questions about this update,
please get in touch.
24/7 Freephone 08081 434 434
Minicom 08081 456 472
Email HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
Write to:
FREEPOST
HS2 Community Engagement
Website www.hs2.org.uk
To keep up to date with what is happening
in your local area, visit:
hs2inwarwickshire.co.uk or
hs2instaffordshire.co.uk

Please contact us if you’d like a free copy
of this document in large print, Braille,
audio or easy read. You can also contact
us for help and information in a different
language.
HS2 Ltd is committed to protecting personal
information. If you wish to know more about how we
use your personal information please see our Privacy
Notice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/highspeed-two-ltd-privacy-notice

If you are unhappy for any reason you can make
a complaint via the helpline. For more details on
our complaints process, please visit our website:
www.hs2.org.uk/how-to-complain
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