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Water Orton and Coleshill| June 2023 

  
 

 

High Speed Two (HS2) is the new high speed railway for Britain. 

This update provides information about upcoming work on 

Phase One of the railway in Warwickshire. 

 

Visualisation of completed Water 

Orton Viaducts  

Upcoming events 

We are hosting drop-in 

events. Find out more 

here or scan the QR 

code. 

 

 

 

Keep up to date with our 

employment 

opportunities here or 

scan the QR code. 

 

 

 

Read about our 

upcoming works here or 

scan the QR code. 

 

 

   

 

 

Continuing work on 

the Chattle Hill 

Structure and Water 

Orton Viaducts 

Work has begun on the 

foundations of the two Key 

Design Elements (KDE) near 

Coleshill and Water Orton. 

KDEs were designed with 

involvement and feedback 

from the local community. 

The Water Orton Viaducts 

carry the new HS2 line over 

the M42 and M6 Toll on two 

parallel viaducts while the 

Chattle Hill Structure will carry 

the line above A446 Lichfield 

Road.  

Our aim is to minimise any 

construction impact and 

effectively integrate the 

project into the surrounding 

landscape. 

We have begun to install 

bored piles near the A446 

Lichfield Road, Coleshill, which 

will stabilise the ground while 

we build both structures. 

To install the piles, we will use 

a piling machine to drill a 

vertical hole deep into the 

ground. We will then lower 

the reinforced steel into the 

hole using a crane before 

filling the hole with concrete 

and finally capping them at 

ground level with a beam.  

These works will continue 

until summer 2023. 

You can find out more about 

the Water Orton Viaducts 

here or by scanning the QR 

code below. 

  

https://www.hs2.org.uk/events/?region_event=89&type_event=&event_date_range=&event-filter-submit=submit
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=_iJCoFwMu0CEIJeiGbpRTvQNZQejrMhCg1OP0hS5j01UNk0xM1RLUjFHR005ODQxRVVJRjFYRlNHNy4u
https://www.hs2.org.uk/about-us/our-documents/warwickshire-construction-look-ahead-spring-2023/
https://www.hs2.org.uk/building-hs2/viaducts-and-bridges/water-orton-viaducts/
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Interfacing with the local motorway network 
We are continuing to construct HS2 Phase One into Birmingham to improve connectivity and 

generate more capacity on the existing rail network. As part of that, Balfour Beatty VINCI (BBV) will 

be completing a programme of work along part of National Highways’ network including the M42 

and M42/M6 link road in areas near Water Orton and Coleshill in north Warwickshire over the 

next few years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are working with National Highways and other stakeholders to explain our works. We will 

issue information this summer once we have had the opportunity to fully brief our respective 

stakeholders and share the programme of works. We will share details on the works in a timely 

manner to meet our joint commitment to road users and other stakeholders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Creating the piling platform for the Coleshill North Viaduct 

Delivering preparatory piling works for the Water Orton Viaducts 
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Progressing well at our Gilson Road construction site 
We have been completing works in our Gilson Road compound to prepare to build the M42 

Coleshill Box Structure and M42 Coleshill North Viaduct. We have built new haul roads connecting 

to the Gilson Road compound to take some of our construction vehicles off local roads and 

minimise disruption to local people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have begun preparatory works to enable us to install piles near Gilson Road to create a 

foundation for the M42 Coleshill Box Structure, the concrete box that will carry the HS2 line over 

the M42. We have begun piling works to create a similar foundation to the east of the M42 for the 

M42 Coleshill North Viaduct, which connects to the M42 Coleshill Box Structure and will carry the 

HS2 railway over the realigned Gilson Road.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Constructing new haul roads at the Gilson Road compound  

Delivering preparatory works for the M42 Coleshill Box Structure foundation  
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Hosting STEM workshop at Woodlands School  

BBV’s Skills, Employment and Education and community 

engagement teams attended Woodlands School to lead 

two science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

(STEM) educational workshops with students in March 

2023. The STEM session initially involved us telling the 

students a little bit about the project and our roles. We 

then worked with the students to create a functioning 

wheelbarrow using a STEM kit. 

We hope that the STEM sessions will inspire the 

students to upskill and take up careers in the industry to 

become the next generation of engineers working on 

HS2 and on future construction projects.  

“Thank you so much to Ellis, Matt and Cameron for 

attending Woodlands today, it is so greatly appreciated, 

and the feedback from classes has been very positive. 

“Will be happy to arrange future visits / workshops, as 

well as explore Work Experience opportunities in the 

near future when you have availability!” 

Woodlands School 

HS2 funds for the community  

We are offering two funds that are available to local communities and businesses between the 

West Midlands and London, to help with the disruption caused by our construction 

work. These are the Community and Environment Fund (CEF) and the Business and 

Local Economy Fund (BLEF). For more information about each of these funds, 

including how to apply, please click here or scan the QR code to the right.  

Upgrading Coleshill Cricket Club pavilion 

As part of the Community and Environment Fund, HS2 has provided funding to Coleshill Cricket 

Club to upgrade their pavilion. Planned improvements include upgrading the kitchen, building an 

extension to the main room, installing new doors, and creating a fenced area at the front of the 

pavilion for safer access to the building. HS2 has previously donated to the club in 2021 to replace 

their old net facility and install an all-weather cricket field. 

Community Investment 
BBV’s Community Investment programme enables us to support those communities most 

impacted by our works. BBV and our supply chain partners can give back by volunteering our time, 

providing resources and sharing our knowledge and skills. Please contact us at 

communityinvestment@balfourbeattyvinci.com to request support. 

 

BBV’s Ellis Caballero delivering the STEM 

workshop at Woodlands School 

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/hs2funds
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/hs2funds


Contact our HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081 434 434 

 

5 

 
 

 

Creating a safe outdoor space at Water Orton Primary School 

BBV met with the Water Orton Primary School deputy head teacher and an expert who delivers 

capacity building programmes at schools to maximise their outdoor spaces for learning. We were 

asked to help the school by clearing vegetation in a wooded area to create an accessible outdoor 

learning area for students. BBV organised a team of sixteen volunteers from the route-wide 

quality team to do the work over two working days.  

The team created a dead hedge along the school’s perimeter with Plank Lane by reusing cleared 

vegetation. This will act as a safe boundary between the road and the wooded area. We 

additionally removed a barbed wire fence, litter picked and cleared the woodland space. There is 

now a new and safe outdoor space where teachers can run interactive lessons and activities.  

Restoring the Water Orton and District Tennis Club car park 

 

The Water Orton and District Tennis Club has tried multiple times to fix their waterlogged car 

park, but flooding returned. In November 2022, the BBV Utilities team completed car park pre-

checks to allow subcontractor, L Lynch Plant Hire and Haulage to strip the car park’s vegetation, 

remove topsoil, and compact the ground to lay new aggregate that was donated by BBV’s 

earthworks team. This new landscaping allows the water to fall and run off and prevent flooding.  

“The car park looks fabulous.” 

Secretary, Water Orton and District Tennis Club 

Before and after photos of the Water Orton Tennis Club car park 

BBV volunteers creating a dead hedge and accessible outdoor space at Water Orton Primary School 
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Bringing Woodlands School’s grounds back to life 

22 volunteers from BBV visited Woodlands School, a special education state school, to spruce up 

their grounds. Over six days the team trimmed back overgrown foliage, then cleared and cleaned 

the play areas before giving the outdoor furniture and structures a new lick of paint.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school were delighted with the improvements with the head teacher praising the 

“extraordinary impact” made by the team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helping out at the Tuesday Club 

The BBV team helped out the Tuesday Club at the Mother of God and Guardian Angels R C 

Church recently, by installing a side railing for their accessibility ramp. The team also donated 30 

lightweight chairs to the club, making it easier for the church goers to set up for their events. 

  

BBV volunteers repainting the pergola, gazebo and planters  
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FAQ 
Some of our most commonly asked questions in your area 

Q: How are you mitigating against noise during construction? 

A: We aim to control noise as much as possible at source in our construction sites by applying 

management and monitoring processes known as ‘Best Practicable Means’ (BPM) during 

construction work. We currently use noise mitigation methods onsite, including hybrid generators, 

which are quieter than their traditional counterpart, and acoustic barriers or “noise baffles” which 

absorb noise from our equipment. 

We continuously monitor the levels of noise at our sites. In line with best practice, our noise 

monitors have trigger alerts, which provide real-time feedback, allowing us to respond to 

exceedances wherever and whenever they occur. The CoCP outlines the measures we implement 

to control and reduce noise during construction. 

Q: How are you mitigating against dust caused by construction? 

A: We continuously monitor dust concentrations at sites along the route. Our on-site dust 

monitors trigger alerts, which provide real-time feedback, allowing us to respond quickly to 

exceedances wherever and whenever they occur. We implement dust mitigation techniques while 

carrying out earthworks and transporting spoil away from sites. Some of our methods include: 

• Ensuring vehicles transporting materials to and from our sites are not overloaded 

• Covering delivery vehicles entering or leaving our sites to prevent material and dust 

spillages 

• Surfacing and maintaining haul routes to control dust emissions 

• Inspecting haul roads and regularly cleaning them to suppress dust 

• Damping down using mobile water sprayers, handheld hoses and water cannons. 

• Damping is when water traps pollutants stopping them from escaping into the air 

Q: What are you doing to prevent mud on the road left by works vehicles? 

A: We have measures in place to prevent mud from being transferred from our sites onto 

roads.  Firstly, we operate a wheel wash at most of our sites to remove mud from HGVs. Around 

the sites, we have “rumble strips” that will dislodge some of the loose mud stuck to HGVs. As the 

vehicles may still be wet, they exit the site driving over the stone and enter the site over a concrete 

strip which absorbs any remaining water deposited. We also have road sweepers active around 

the site daily. These vehicles will also venture out onto the public highway. There have been 

several occasions where vehicles not related to our works have taken mud out onto the highway, 

so we have deployed our road sweepers to prevent the further spread of deposited mud. 

Q: Will you need to work for extended hours in the coming months? 

A: To allow us to progress earthworks in Water Orton, Gilson and Coleshill, we are extending our 

working hours from 7am to 7pm from 18 April 2023 to 29 September 2023, Monday to Friday. We 

may be on site for up to an hour before and after these times to set up and close down the sites.  

Our earthworks activities may include excavating, transporting, storing and compacting soil in our 

sites. This will enable us to build earth structures and continue to set up our work sites. 

 

 



 

 

 

Keeping you informed  
We are committed to keeping you informed about work on HS2. This includes ensuring you 

know what to expect and when to expect it, as well as how we can help you. 

The Residents’ Commissioner 

The independent Residents’ Commissioner oversees 

and monitors our commitments to you. 

The commissioner’s reports and our responses can be 

found at www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-ltd-

residents-commissioner 

The Residents’ Commissioner makes sure we fulfil the 

commitments in the HS2 Community Engagement 

Strategy (https://bit.ly/3oOA25j). 

The Residents’ Commissioner can be contacted on: 

residentscommissioner@hs2.org.uk 

Construction Commissioner 
The independent Construction Commissioner 

regularly meets our Chief Executive Officer to raise any 

concerns or emerging trends across HS2. 

The Construction Commissioner’s role has been 

developed to monitor the way we manage and 

respond to construction complaints. 

The commissioner mediates on disputes about 

construction, involving individuals and organisations, 

that we can’t resolve. The commissioner advises 

members of the public about how to make a 

complaint about construction. 

The Construction Commissioner can be contacted on: 

complaints@hs2-cc.org.uk 

Property and compensation  
You can find out about HS2 and properties along the 

route by visiting: 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-property 

Find out if you can claim compensation at: 

www.gov.uk/claim-compensation-if-affected-by-hs2 

Holding us to account 
If you are unhappy for any reason you can make a 

complaint by contacting the HS2 Helpdesk. For more 

details on our complaints process, please visit: 

www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/contact-us/how-to-

complain/ 

 
 

 

Reference number: HS2-MW-BBV-Ph1-Ar-No-N1-CR-29-30/05/2023 

High Speed Two (HS2) Limited, registered in England and Wales. 

Registered office: Two Snowhill, Snow Hill Queensway, Birmingham B4 6GA.  

Company registration number: 06791686. VAT registration number: 888 8512 56 

Please contact us if you’d like a free copy 

of this document in large print, Braille, 

audio or ‘easy read’ format. You can also 

contact us for help and information in a 

different language. 

HS2 Ltd is committed to protecting personal 

information. If you wish to know more about 

how we use your personal information 

please see our Privacy Notice: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publication

s/high-speed-two-ltd-privacy-notice 

Contact us 

Contact our HS2 Helpdesk team all day, 

every day of the year on:  

Freephone 08081 434 434 

Minicom 08081 456 472 

Email HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk 

Write to: 

FREEPOST  

HS2 Community Engagement  

Website www.hs2.org.uk  

To keep up to date with what is 

happening in your local area, visit: 

www.HS2inyourarea.co.uk 

http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-ltd-residents-commissioner
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-ltd-residents-commissioner
https://bit.ly/3oOA25j
mailto:residentscommissioner@hs2.org.uk
mailto:complaints@hs2-cc.org.uk
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-property
http://www.gov.uk/claim-compensation-if-affected-by-hs2
http://www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/contact-us/how-to-complain/
http://www.hs2.org.uk/in-your-area/contact-us/how-to-complain/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-speed-two-ltd-privacy-notice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-speed-two-ltd-privacy-notice
http://www.hs2.org.uk/

