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Section 1 – Executive summary

The Localism Act 2011 empowers local authorities to develop Neighbourhood Plans. In

August 2019 Water Orton community set off on a journey to produce a

Neighbourhood Plan which adheres to the 2012 National Planning Policy Framework

(NPPF) defining the planning policies for Neighbourhood Plans to follow.

The National Planning Policy Framework provides three overarching objectives. The

Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan takes from this framework key phrases and words as

inputs to the development of the plan:

Social

To support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a sufficient

number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and

future generations; and by fostering a well-designed and safe built environment, with

accessible services and open spaces that reflect current and future needs and

support communities’ health, social and cultural well-being.

Environmental

To contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment;

including making effective use of land, helping to improve biodiversity, using natural

resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting to

climate change, including moving to a low carbon economy.

Economic

To help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by ensuring that enough

land of the right type is available in the right places and at the right time to support

growth, innovation and improved productivity; and by identifying and coordinating

the provision of infrastructure.
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Section 1 – Executive summary

A Water Orton residents’ meeting was held on the 28th January 2020 to discuss a

Neighbourhood Plan. This resulted in significant risks, concerns and aspirations being

expressed regarding:

– Security

– Traffic and air pollution

– HS2

– Increase of  traffic

These concerns and aspirations were reflected further by the Governance Group and

used as the basis for the Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan through the following

sections:

– Health and Wellbeing

– Housing

– Recreation and Leisure

– Green Spaces and Community Areas

– Commercial

– Character, Heritage and Culture

– Transport

– Security and Safety

The Governance Group developed 38 objectives covering each of these sections

above. The main body of the Neighbourhood plan considers each section

independently and provides the supporting data for every policy listed.

The external examination report was issued on 13 September 2021. One of the major

recommendations from this report was that the objectives and policies were split into

Land use and Local issues. This recommendation has been followed in full, local issues

are detailed in the addendum of this report.

This document is to be reviewed and amended as appropriate at the annual Parish

Assembly.
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Section 2 - Introduction to the Plan

Water Orton Parish boundary

Note: The Conservation Area is shown in the character, heritage and culture section

and is located on the Northern boundary of the Water Orton Parish Boundary.

Why does Water Orton need a Neighbourhood Plan?

Water Orton recognised that it needed a Neighbourhood Plan in 2019, to allow a

degree of planning to take place at a micro level. The plan attempts to manage the

way social and economic factors complement one another in the local community

and households; and considers the impact on the environment through loss of green

spaces, pollution, natural ‘disasters’, energy production and use.

Water Orton is a village near the River Tame in the North Warwickshire borough of

Warwickshire, England. It is located between Castle Bromwich and Coleshill and

borders the West Midlands metropolitan county boundary to the North, West and

South.

The development of this Neighbourhood Plan demonstrates aptly the way the Parish

Council operates. The council listened to residents who expressed that there seemed

little local control about the developments in Water Orton. The council then

championed the development of a Neighbourhood Plan but delegated the drafting

of the plan to the residents themselves. The Parish Council takes this plan as both a

mandate and a ‘to-do’ list, delivering on wishes of Water Orton residents.

Ordnance survey licence number : 100062682
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Section 2 - Introduction to the Plan

Vesey Bridge

The history and geography of Water Orton

The oldest part of Water Orton is centred around Old Church Road. This is within a

conservation area and contains buildings from the 14th and 17th centuries. This is also

the area that may account for the Water Orton place name since it is on a high ridge

of land overlooking the valley of the River Tame.

A Chapel of Ease was erected here in the 14th century to save the villagers walking

through the often-flooded Tame Valley to the Parish Church at Aston. All that survives

of the Chapel is the listed remains of a Medieval Cross with the graves in the

churchyard. The chapel was replaced by the present Parish Church of St Peter and St

Paul, built in 1879. It had a fine spire, which unfortunately had to be dismantled in the

1980s because of atmospheric pollution.

Until the 1840s Water Orton was mainly an agricultural village, but this changed with

the coming of the railways. The first was from Birmingham to Derby via Water Orton,

Coleshill, Whitacre Heath and Tamworth. Later a junction was constructed, and

another line was built via Kingsbury to Tamworth. The lines pass through the centre of

the village. The present railway station dates from 1908 and is the second station. There

were extensive sidings and much commercial traffic here, especially during and after

the Second World War, until the railway review in the 1960s. An effect of the railway

was to increase house building in the village. Commuters could now make the journey

to Birmingham’s Lawley Street and Curzon Street (later New Street) railway stations in a

shorter time than by road. This made the village an ideal residential area for

Birmingham professionals who wanted to get away from the city and live in the

country. The railway also brought the meat industry here. There were large stock yards

near the sidings and next to the Dog Inn Public House in Marsh Lane. Cattle were

offloaded from rail wagons into pens, and then driven over two miles towards the

butchers’ slaughterhouses in Castle Bromwich, when meat was provided for nearby

villages.
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Section 2 - Introduction to the Plan

Statistics – Population and age within the village

According to the Warwickshire County Council ‘Warwickshire Insights 2020’ report,

Water Orton, North Warwickshire has a population of 3,400 of which 1,728 (50.8%) are

female and 1,672 (49.2%) are male. The age range is widespread with the percentage

of 45-69-year olds being higher than the Warwickshire and England levels. The ethnic

make-up of the village is 98% White British, Irish or Other with the remaining 2% being

Indian and Asian.

How things are changing

Natural/environmental disasters of international scale are becoming more

commonplace as the climate is changing; yet it is at the local level that Water Orton

residents are concerned. In 2019 elderly residents were trapped in their homes due to

heavy snowfall and 2020 saw whole roads of houses blocked due to excessive

flooding. There is a real concern that any additional loss of green spaces around

Water Orton will lead to further flooding.

Loss of green spaces in Water Orton may also result in habitat loss for animals, home

loss for humans, and complete destruction of commercial enterprises. This can affect

local economies just as any other natural disasters because the entire flow of

communities becomes disrupted.

Another socio-economic factor is the change in the household family. The nuclear

family consists traditionally of two parents and their children living under the same roof.

With the shift in the amount of people under one roof, there has been an increase in

direct energy consumption. There is a shift towards single person households as our

society evolves. Fewer people per household means more homes are required,

entailing the need for more energy for heating, lighting and electrical appliances.

More homes being required also means more geographical land space being taken

up by people, potentially leading to further urbanisation of rural communities.
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Airport.
finds itself located close to the flight pathway for Birmingham International
powered, this traffic passes through the centre of the village. Water Orton also
The pollution from the rail traffic, which (local to Water Orton) is all Diesel

overthisperiod, diesel use has increased.
efficiency of newer vehicles has improved; whilst petrol use declined
transport in the UK remained relatively stable from 1990 to 2017 asthefuel
considerably higher than anything else on the road. Total fuel used forroad
All motor vehicles produce air pollution; but the levels of emissions from HGVsare

- Air Pollution

and it, therefore feels the impact of this growth directly.

traffic on all roads has also grown strongly. Water Orton is surrounded by motorways

levels. Traffic on the Strategic Road Network has had the largest growth, and van

recovers, and provisional statistics suggest that car traffic has returned to pre-recession

population and households. Recent trends show a resumption of traffic growth as GDP

level, car use fell in the 2000s, although this was partially offset by increases in

for three consecutive years after the 2008/09 economic downturn. At the individual

Nationally, the rate of traffic growth slowed over the last two decades, and levels fell

- Traffic

this position.

is to articulate the perception of crime and propose potential measures to improve

perception of crime than the official figures display. One of the challenges for this plan

Water Orton are quite low. Despite this, residents of Water Orton have a higher

Whilst there are pressures from cross police border activities, official crime statistics for

in Coleshill.

Water Orton has a Safer Neighbourhoods Team made up of officers and PCSOs based

- Security

significant risks (or threats) were made clear:

At an early village residents’ meeting to discuss the Neighbourhood Plan, several

Threats and Significant Changes

Section 2 - Introduction to the Plan

health problems.

increased air pollution, vibration damage to buildings and a consequential increase in

Orton is forecast. Residents are concerned that this increase in traffic will result in

With the construction of HS2, an increase in the number of HGVs in and around Water

not increased.

absolute figures may vary, it is inconceivable to suggest that these constituents have

Sulphur Oxides (SOx), Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx), Particulate Matter (PM). Although the

1990 to 2017). Green House Gas is only one factor relating to air quality, others include

rata more slowly than the comparative increase in road traffic (increasing by 6% from

Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from road transport in the UK have increased pro

- Increase of traffic
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Section 2 - Introduction to the Plan

- HS2

High Speed Two (HS2) is the Government’s most ambitious proposal for a new, high

speed North-South railway. Phase One of HS2 between London, Birmingham and the

West Midlands sees the line intersecting the Water Orton parish boundary.

Between Coleshill and Water Orton where the River Tame meanders, there is currently

a junction of the M6 and the M42. This is the site of the planned triangular junction of

the proposed HS2.

This junction is important because, even in phase 1 of the project, there will be through

trains between London Euston and the North. So, the easterly side of this junction

would be used for trains between London Euston and the North; the South-Westerly

side of the junction would be used for trains between London Euston and Birmingham

Curzon Street; and the North-Westerly side of the junction would be used for trains

between Birmingham Curzon Street and the North.

The construction work for HS2 around Water Orton is planned to be completed by the

end of 2031 (HS2 Published date) and during this time, there will be considerable

disruption to the road network within and around Water Orton. Although this

Neighbourhood Plan does not specifically discuss the impact of HS2, it does describe

transport and traffic issues and seeks to manage traffic flow through Water Orton

(irrespective of the impact of HS2).

These anecdotal issues sum up the reasons for producing the Neighbourhood

Plan and reflect some of the considerations and pressures that residents felt were

significant at the Neighbourhood Plan launch meeting.

Many of these issues, although valid, do not have a ‘land use’ aspect and therefore

fall outside the scope of the formal neighbourhood planning guidelines. Where this is

the case, the issue has been addressed within the addendum to this plan.
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Section 2 - Introduction to the Plan

The vision for Water Orton is the preservation and, where appropriate, development of

the village to ensure that Water Orton is still recognisable as a stand-alone village that

caters for local needs.

The Neighbourhood Plan Structure

The Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan has the following sections in the main body and

an addendum that details more local issues.

1. Executive Summary

2. Introduction to the plan

3. Land / Development Use

a) Health and Wellbeing

b) Housing

c) Recreation and Leisure

d) Green Spaces and Community Areas

e) Commercial

f) Character, Heritage and Culture

g) Transport

4. Appendix

5. Addendum – Local Water Orton Community Plan

a) Health and Wellbeing

b) Housing

c) Recreation and Leisure

d) Green Spaces and Community Areas

e) Commercial

f) Character, Heritage and Culture

g) Transport

h) Security and Safety

There should be no perceived priority of one subject area over another by its position

in the plan, except to say that the plan has been developed with an overarching

focus on the health and wellbeing of Water Orton residents.

Each subject follows a similar layout:

Background
To set the section into context and ensure that each section can be

considered on its own merit.

Objectives

A definition of what is intended to be the result of any intervention.

Supporting Data

The data to justify the policies.

Policies
A list of interventions designed to meet the objectives.

The next section details the objectives and policies as reviewed and adjudicated by

the external examiner as 'land use'.
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Section 3a – Health and Wellbeing

The Village Green play area

Background

The health and wellbeing of Water Orton residents is placed at the heart of this plan.

The adoption of this Neighbourhood Plan will have an important role in promoting the

health and wellbeing of Water Orton residents. Several of the other important themes

of the plan will be developed through the central theme of health and wellbeing. It

will promote and build on the village heritage, facilitate people living in an

environment which promotes physical activity and opportunities for peaceful

reflection, the enjoyment of open spaces, opportunities for socialising and the

promotion of a sense of belonging. It will also promote a choice of high quality and

attractive places to live and enable residents to reach the services they need and for

the services they need to reach them.
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Section 3a – Health and Wellbeing

Objectives

HWO 01 - Health and Wellbeing Objective 01

To provide high quality, flexible, sustainable and accessible homes, facilities and green

spaces which promote health and wellbeing. This meets the physical, mental, spiritual

and social needs of the village population.



14

Section 3a – Health and Wellbeing

Supporting Data

Poor health impacts on families and workplaces creates increased pressure on Health

and Social Services. The UK Green Building Council (Health and Wellbeing in Homes

July 2016) defines a ‘healthy neighbourhood’. This Neighbourhood Plan has taken a

similar broad approach.

The ‘Centre for Ageing Better’ is campaigning for all new homes to meet basic

accessibility standards. As the number of people aged 50 and over increases, so too

does the proportion of the population with disability, accessibility and mobility

requirements. One in five people aged 65-69 have difficulty with five or more daily

activities like washing, dressing or eating.

For housing to serve the growing number of people in later life, it needs to be

accessible. It also needs to support good physical and mental health that helps us to

stay connected.

In February 2018, the World Health Organisation stated that insufficient physical

activity is one of the leading risk factors for death, cardiovascular disease, cancer and

diabetes. Globally, 25% of adults are not active enough. Physical activity, including

specific exercise, activities whilst working, playing, carrying out household chores,

travelling and engaging in recreational pursuits, has a health benefit. Several

environmental factors which are linked to urbanisation can discourage people from

becoming more active, such as:

– fear of violence and crime in outdoor areas

– high-density traffic

– low air quality, pollution

– lack of parks, footpaths and sports/recreation facilities
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Section 3a – Health and Wellbeing

Supporting Data

Statistics – Health and activities

The 2011 census indicates that:

− 1.1% of the village population think they are in very poor health.

− 47.3% think they are in very good health.

− 7.6% feel that their day-to–day activities are significantly limited.

In North Warwickshire,

− 24.4% of adults are physically inactive.

− 27.2% of reception age children are obese.

− 25% of adults may have a mental health problem within any given year.

Health and Wellbeing within the Village

It is recognised that health and wellbeing is generally an individual’s responsibility and

lifestyle has a significant impact on this. There are currently ‘pay-as-you-

go’ sporting/keep fit and social activities in Water Orton that are well established; also,

several sports clubs, at a variety of locations. These include a diverse cross section of

the community.

Water Orton residents wish to develop and maintain a variety of accessible and

affordable activities and facilities to promote physical and mental health and

wellbeing as individuals or with friends/family. The fact that currently Water Orton

based sports clubs have a total membership of approximately 1000 gives testament to

this wish. It is envisaged that the development of activities and facilities will be

integrated with other village infrastructure/established open areas. Increasing the

village cohesion will reduce the need to travel out of the village and so improve the

access for many of the village population.
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Section 3a – Health and Wellbeing

Supporting Data

Health Facilities

A national review identified problems associated with patient access to health

services in rural areas. Water Orton currently has one GP practice, two dental

practices, NHS Community Health services and Physiotherapy clinic and a private

Podiatry service. Residents of Water Orton are also registered with other local GP

practices. Water Orton residents typically access hospital services at George Eliot,

Good Hope, Heartlands with mental health services provided at The Caludon Centre,

Coventry.

The main reasons people struggle to access health services are:

1. Availability and physical accessibility of transport

2. Cost of transport

3. Inaccessible location of health services

4. Delivered at times which reduce opportunities for patients to attend

5. Safety and security

6. There are limited available appointments to see a GP at the moment

Improved access to Primary care and Secondary care health services should be

supported by future developments in village infrastructure which take into

consideration health activity levels, GP and community health facility needs and

increase in population size.

The North Warwickshire Borough Council Local Development Framework 2016 Health

Section indicates a target of 1800 people per GP, clearly any significant increase in

population of Water Orton will need to be matched with increased GP availability (this

figure can differ depending on the mix of other staff in a surgery).
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Section 3a - Health and wellbeing

Policies

HWP 01 - Health and Wellbeing Policy 01

The Parish Council will encourage the provision of walking and cycling routes in

existing and new developments, with good signage, lighting, surfacing and cycle

parking. These routes should be maintained to a high quality and safe standard.

HWP 02 - Health and Wellbeing Policy 02

To increase accessibility to services and facilities, for all sections of the community,

new developments should make provision for ease of access to sustainable and

reliable public transport.
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Section 3b - Housing

Background

Water Orton is identified within the NWBC adopted Local Plan as a category 3B Local

Service Centre.

This plan recognises the NWBC Local Plan LP37 and LP9 as pertaining to the 'old school

site' and supports NWBC Policy LP9, "schemes for more than 15 dwellings will be required

to provide 30% affordable housing, and schemes of between 1 and 14 the provision of

20% affordable housing, in a targeted tenure mix of 85% affordable rent, and 15%

suitable intermediate tenure."

This plan acknowledges that LP9 sets a precedent for other developments that may be

proposed for Water Orton.

Note, 3B Local Service Centre: Within the development boundary, development will be

permitted that is appropriate to its place in the settlement hierarchy.

Property Prices

The median price paid for a property in the village being £220,000 (VOA 2018). The 2011

census indicates 2.4% of households as overcrowded. A significant proportion of new

homes should be designed to enable accessibility and adaptability promoting lifetime

Neighbourhoods.

As a result of high property prices and expanses of Green Space and open Green

Network both inside and particularly to the edges of the Village, Water Orton has

become an attractive place for developers to show interest in prospective housing

developments. Sites within the boundary of the Village have become available for

development, for example, the former Water Orton School site on Attleboro Lane.

Property types

The residents of Water Orton wish to see a mix of differing tenures such as bungalows and

affordable houses, built for younger families or older residents. This would enable the

provision of affordable and appropriate housing for young families, together with the

opportunity for elderly residents wishing to downsize/the younger generation wishing to

remain within the Village. This would potentially release larger underused

accommodation for growing families to occupy. Information on housing and households

allows us to identify areas where people may be at risk of social exclusion, due to the

type and condition of their housing or their household structure.

Energy efficiencies

The cost of maintaining a house is a concern to Water Orton residents. Poor thermal

efficiency of housing stock increases the energy cost of a household in both financial

and environmental considerations. Water Orton residents believe that any future housing

should be built to the ‘Future Homes Standard’ as a significant step towards the 2025

carbon reduction targets for new homes.

Housing types

There should be a balanced mix of housing tenure and types available, allowing for

people with a diverse range of needs and requirements to be accommodated, in order

to allow people to reside within the village. These may include people with disabilities,

special needs, the frail and less mobile, people with mental health problems and young

people.
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Section 3b - Housing

Objectives

HO 01 - Housing Objective 01

The provision of the right mix of housing, in terms of size, tenure, design, and

affordability to meet the needs of all sections of the community.

HO 02 - Housing Objective 02

Meet identified local needs for housing for all demographics within the community,

including specialised housing for those with disabilities.

HO 03 - Housing Objective 03

Encouraging in the first instance, the use of brownfield previously developed sites

within the village boundary and new developments whether greenfield or brownfield

should consider their flood risk and sustainable drainage systems.

HO 04 - Housing Objective 04

Ensure that all new development is sustainable and of high-quality design which

contributes positively to a strong sense of place and environmental sustainability. New

housing development will be expected to complement the character, built form and

environment to which it is located, in order to create high quality living environments

and protect, conserve and enhance any heritage assets and their settings.
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Section 3b - Housing

Supporting Data

There continues to be challenges around the lack of provision of affordable housing

within the village. It is an on-going situation, in which Local Authority housing stocks are

considered low. Data is continually changing. In March 2020 North Warwickshire

Borough Council housing needs list included a requirement for accommodation within

Water Orton, in the following tenures/mix:

– 13 x flats

– 35 x bungalows

– 29 x 2-bedroom houses

– 11 x 3-bedroom houses

– 2 x 4-bedroom houses

A housing needs survey has been undertaken in support and the development of this

Neighbourhood Plan. The survey was commissioned in April 2020 and closed on 8th

August 2020. The survey was widely circulated to residents of Water Orton by both

electronic and ‘paper’ means. More than 200 residents responded, and the results are

used to develop policies within this Neighbourhood Plan.

Summary of the Housing Needs Survey

The survey represented the population of Water Orton well and it reveals that there is

a significant wish for existing residents to move from their current property, if the

appropriate type of property is made available within Water Orton. There are two

significant findings: there is a need for bungalows or similar ‘small properties’ to free up

larger houses and there is a need for ‘bonded homes’ for children of current Water

Orton residents.

Housing affordability

Help to buy housing within the village is limited to those who can afford it. The

Neighbourhood Plan seeks the provision of a required level of affordable housing,

which is ‘ring fenced’ for ‘children of the village’. There is considerable issue with the

private rented sector rent now being outside of the local housing allowance level,

making renting in Water Orton unaffordable for many. However, the desire towards

the provision of the required level of affordable housing should be seen positively.

Concerns are highlighted regarding the lack of suitable, adapted housing within the

village and the availability of social housing to suit, particularly, the needs of the

elderly. Water Orton has a significant elderly population that is mainly concentrated to

the housing estate located to the east of the village to the North of Watton Lane.

These properties are late 1950’s development, and typically have an energy rating of

‘D’ and ‘E’. It is recognised by North Warwickshire Borough Council that fuel poverty is

a big issue within parts of the borough; Water Orton would seek to accelerate this work

by placing high energy efficiency standards onto any new builds within the Water

Orton Development Boundary.

Electric Vehicle charging points

The UK government's ambition is for 50-70 per cent of new car sales to be ultra-low

emission by 2030 and for all new cars and vans to be effectively zero emission by 2040.

The "Road to Zero strategy" announced that it wants every new home to have a

charge point, where appropriate, to help future proof homes for the transition to

electric vehicles. This Neighbourhood Plan supports the initiative to install rapid

charging points for electric vehicles for every new build property.
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Section 3b - Housing

Policies

HP 01 - Housing Policy 01

All new build properties shall comply with the requirements of ‘Secured by Design’.

HP 02 - Housing Policy 02

Planning applications for housing developments shall be supported which:

1. Provide a range of property sizes suitable to meet local housing needs.

2. Provide open market houses across the full range of dwelling sizes on

developments comprising a mix of open market and affordable housing.

3. The provision of dwellings that are both accessible and allow for adaption to

accessible accommodation for disabled/impaired and less able-bodied

occupiers, that are constructed to Part M4 Category 2 of the Building

Regulations (2010) standards (Accessible and Adaptable dwellings) and

Category 3 (wheelchair user dwellings) or their successors including in the

affordable housing provided where appropriate.

4. Meet the local needs for sheltered, supported and/or extra care housing

(including in the affordable housing provided where appropriate).

5. Adhere to the principles of ’Secure by Design’

6. Adhere to annex A and B of the current Parking Standards in the UK planning

portal (including provision for electric vehicles).

HP 03 - Housing Policy 03

The Parish Council supports small-scale residential development and at least 20% of

the dwellings should be bungalows.

HP 04 - Housing Policy 04

Development of affordable housing suitable for “first time buyers” shall be offered first

to those who have significant existing link to Water Orton.

HP 05 - Housing Policy 05

New housing development should be constructed and designed to ensure maximum

energy efficiency, use sustainable appropriate locally sourced materials, minimise

waste, maximise recycling during construction. Be flexible and adaptable to future

occupiers’ requirements and incorporate measures to enhance and protect

biodiversity.

HP 06 - Housing Policy 06

New housing shall be sustainable, providing a choice of housing sizes, types and

tenures catering for all incomes and ages; be located with access to facilities

including shops, schools and leisure; be environmentally sustainable; attractive and

safe; and “enhance” the strong sense of place currently experienced within the

village.
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Section 3b - Housing

Policies

HP 07 - Housing Policy 07

Self-Build housing shall be encouraged which contributes to the sense of place within

Water Orton village, which enhances, complements and maintains the character and

visual aesthetics of the village, whether through existing built form or through the

development of modern structures.

HP 08 - Housing Policy 08

New housing developments should be constructed and designed to ensure maximum

water use efficiency. Plans will be supported that propose a water efficiency target of

110 litres per person per day as described within part G of the building regulations.

HP 09 - Housing Policy 09

All applications for new development shall demonstrate that all surface water

discharges have been carried out in accordance with the principles within the

drainage hierarchy and that an appropriate assessment has been undertaken of

flood risk. Discharge to the public sewerage systems are avoided wherever possible.

All major developments shall ensure that Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) for the

management of surface water run-off are put in place unless demonstrated to be

inappropriate.
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Section 3c - Recreation and Leisure

Background

This Neighbourhood Plan seeks to recognise both organised and unorganised activities

and to provide facilities for both as appropriate.

Water Orton has a wealth of organised sporting and recreational facilities.

Organised sport Recreation

Rugby

Cricket

Football

Tennis

Crown Green Bowls

The Pavilion

The Link

The Methodist Hall

The Library

The Community Centre

The Scout Hut

The Digby Hotel

The Dog Inn Public House
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Section 3c - Recreation and Leisure

Objectives

RLO 01 - Recreation and Leisure Objective 01

Develop the infrastructure for informal exercise such as cycle and fitness routes.
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Section 3c - Recreation and Leisure

Supporting Data

The benefits of being active – Sport England

There are five fundamental reasons for recreation and leisure activities:

1. Physical wellbeing

2. Economic development

3. Mental wellbeing

4. Individual development

5. Social and community development

Being active is not just good for you physically; it has the power to do so much more. For

example, it can help prevent or manage medical conditions, reduce anxiety or stress,

improve a person’s confidence or self-esteem, or bring people from diverse backgrounds

together.

Vision

Water Orton residents support the North Warwickshire Borough Council vision for future

provision of sport and leisure in North Warwickshire:

“Sustainable, high quality, well-located, accessible sport and leisure facilities – informal and

formal places and spaces - to enable increased participation in sport and physical activity,

to contribute to improved community health and wellbeing outcomes across the Borough”.

Cycle Routes

A viable cycle route or track to join the existing North Warwickshire cycle route requires

access from within Water Orton directly without needing to use any other means of

transportation. The logical proposal is to integrate with North Warwickshire’s 31-mile cycle red

route.

The Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan aims to define and mark a safe cycle route through

Water Orton village enabling a connection from the existing Park Hall School cycle path,

Solihull, via Water Orton village car park close to the railway station, to a crossing at the A446

to the existing industrial estate cycle path, which continues to Coleshill Parkway Railway

Station and beyond to join the North Warwickshire's Cycle Red Route at Station Road,

Whitacre Heath. This would serve the public in safe cycling for school and work transport

needs and leisure cycling.

The Parish Council wish to work with NWBC to carry out a survey of routes to be made

whereby the footpath could be narrowed or verges could be utilised.

Care should be taken to ensure that any developed cycle route does not have hazardous

features such as road edge 'well' drainage. To avoid this hazard, that causes cyclists to

swerve into the road centre in avoidance, kerb perforated drains should replace the

standard 'well' drains. This prevents dangerous roads, which promotes cycling, and saves

money on regular maintenance due to 'well' drain tarmac surrounds requiring regular repairs.

Kerb perforation drains
Kerb perforation drains

Dangerous and costly "well" drains combination 'well' and kerb drain,

set into concrete roadside edging
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Section 3c - Recreation and Leisure

Supporting Data

HS2 Options

Possible leisure options lie in the development of HS2 whereby land previously

agricultural is now planned to be residual in small parcels from East to West across the

South of Water Orton village. There are opportunities to create leisure walks and cycle

ways linking these parcels of land. Connectivity is viable from A the West of the village,

from Birmingham Road B4118 (either at Plank Lane or by utilising the Bromford Tunnel

haul road from Attleboro Lane to the M6 bridge) to B the East at the A446 traffic lights

on Watton Lane linking cycle lanes as proposed above in the section titled Cycle

Routes.

This leisure route has a HS2 proposed Bridleway to follow from Attleboro Lane, to be

created adjacent to the existing M6 and M42 North slip road, passing over the

Attleboro Lane Overbridge and under the Birmingham Spur to Watton Lane.

A partially constructed trail will present itself for development into such paths as

indicated in the 'HS2 Landscape Proposal' below.

HS2 Landscape Proposal

HS2 constructed haul roads serving their construction provide an

unmissable opportunity to create a healthy legacy for the village and its neighbours.

The map below shows a potential safe cycling and walking route through Water

Orton.
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Section 3c - Recreation and Leisure

Policies

RLP 01 - Recreation and Leisure Policy 01

The Parish, Borough and County Councils shall work in partnership to enable and

maintain a “safe cycling and walking” route through Water Orton. This route (or routes)

should link existing cycle and walking routes and should link to the “heart of the

village”.
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Section 3d - Green Spaces and

Community Areas

Background

Green spaces and community areas are vital to us all and provide the backbone to

our village.

We are surrounded to the South, West and East by motorways and soon to be HS2 Rail

link but Water Orton still manages to retain a rural atmosphere and ambience.

We now reside in a highly desirable area which people will strive to develop and

deprive us of green spaces.

Our aim is to capture, improve and protect this ‘special’ community and to enhance

and project it into the future for all our descendants.

Good quality accessible landscapes, including urban spaces as well as the wider

countryside, have huge potential to improve our health and wellbeing, often offering

a more cost-effective solution than clinical interventions. Green infrastructure is the

network of natural features, green spaces, rivers and lakes which run through, and

connect, our towns, villages and countryside.

Regular green space visits are associated with increased physical activity, a lower

probability of being overweight or obese and an improvement in mental wellbeing

when compared to exercising indoors.
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Section 3d - Green Spaces and

Community Areas

Background

Drainage systems

Proper utilization of green infrastructure and Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) can

reduce the impacts caused by flooding and create and sustain a better environment

for nature. The primary benefits of SuDS to flood management are rainfall interception,

increased soil infiltration, water uptake, water storage and the delay of peak flows, all

of which reduce the quantity of water requiring management.

It should be recognised that the geography of Water Orton, within the Tame Valley,

makes the likelihood of flooding to be high in some areas and thus the introduction of

dedicated green and/or wetland is a considerable factor when developing local

plans.

Water and Flood Risks

In addition, open spaces and green infrastructure can make a valuable contribution

to managing surface water run-off. Open spaces and green infrastructure can form

part of critical flood risk management systems by providing space for managed

flooding, protecting built up areas. Urbanisation has significant effects on rainwater

interception, storage and infiltration processes. Alteration of these hydrological

processes can lead to increased surface runoff and greater vulnerability to flooding,

with its associated physical and psychological effects. Water Orton experienced

devastating flooding in 2020.

The data and policies contained within the Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan

complement LP18 and LP33 of the adopted Local Plan.
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Section 3d - Green Spaces and

Community Areas

Objectives

GSO 01 - Green Spaces and Community Areas Objective 01

Maximise, procure, protect and enhance the green spaces and community areas available.

GSO 02 - Green Spaces and Community Areas Objective 02

Define and develop wetland / wilderness areas.

GSO 03 - Green Spaces and Community Areas Objective 03

Ensure provision of public green and open spaces in new developments.

GSO 04 - Green Spaces and Community Areas Objective 04

Meet the recommended standards for green spaces from Fields in Trust, Natural England and

Woodland Trust.
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Section 3d - Green Spaces and

Community Areas

Supporting Data

This infrastructure provides a wide range of benefits to our health and wellbeing to

include:

– help to reduce air, water and noise pollution

– lower urban temperatures and manage flood risk

– increase opportunities for recreation and physical activity

– provide spaces for education and play for all abilities and needs

– increase social interaction for all ages

– deliver economic benefits, lowering deprivation and sickness rates

– create locally distinctive places and habitats that are restorative

– promote mental wellbeing

– provide opportunity for local food production

Allotments bring several benefits to both individuals and the wider community and

over 70% of residents believe that spending time in their gardens is important for their

quality of life. Many people, however, do not have the space, opportunity or

knowledge to be able to grow their own fruit and vegetables. There are a limited

number of allotments in Vicarage Lane as well as a small herb garden at the Library.

Consideration could be given to obtaining further space for additional allotments to

suit future demands.

The Parish Council endorses the following policies:

Fields in Trust (PAD (2008)):

― Six acres (2.4 ha) of recreational space is required for every 1000 people.

Natural England (ANGSt (2010)):

― at least 2-ha in size, no more than 300m (5 mins walk) from home

― at least one accessible 20-ha site within two kilometres of home

― one accessible 100-hectare site within five kilometres of home

― one accessible 500-hectare site within ten kilometres of home

― Min. of one ha. of statutory Local Nature Reserves per thousand population.

Woodland Trust (Woodland Access Standard (2010)):

― No person should live more than 500m from at least one area of accessible

woodland of no less than 2ha in size.

― There should also be at least one area of accessible woodland of no less than

20ha within 4km (8km round trip) of people’s homes.
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Section 3d - Green Spaces and

Community Areas

Supporting Data

Newt Habitat Walk

HS2 carried out a survey of newt populations in 2015 on the proposed site for the Old

Saltleians Rugby Club. Several species were identified, and consideration was given to

consolidating their existence, as required by law. Three new ponds were created

within the area of wilderness adjacent to the eastern boundary of the club in which to

re-house the existing newt population. It is proposed that this area be adopted into

walks for leisure.
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Section 3d - Green Spaces and

Community Areas

Policies

GSCAP 01 - Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 01

When considering new development in water Orton, the Parish Council will seek the

provision of accessible green space to meet the Fields in Trust recommendation of 2.4

hectares per 1000 head of population.

GSCAP 02 - Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 02

The Parish Council will seek to ensure that the recommended standards as defined by

Natural England and Woodland Trust are met.

GSCAP 03 - Green Spaces and Community Areas Policy 03

The future development of flood resilience schemes within areas of local green spaces will

be supported, provided that they do not adversely affect the primary function of the

green space.
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Section 3e - Commercial

Background

Business in Water Orton is clustered around the industrial estate to the East of the

village and a mixed retail offer around the heart of the village that is on Birmingham

Road; this is a mixed residential and retail area.

Water Orton Industrial Estate has a total building floor space of 2500m² and is

allocated into three units. All units are currently occupied. This area also includes a

metal recycling facility.

Water Orton retail is served by:

The village also has several small home-based businesses which are either internet

based or internet reliant. The rural economy and existing small businesses are a vital

part of village life.

There are limited opportunities for employment in Water Orton and many villagers seek

to pursue work further afield. Local or easy access to employment opportunities is

important to residents. Being in good employment protects health, while

unemployment contributes to poor health and is associated with increased mortality

rates. Water Orton is predominantly a commuter village but has a significant internal

commerce.

The existing businesses and employment opportunities in Water Orton help the

sustainability of the community as is exemplified by their support to village life such as

the annual carnival.

2 x supermarkets

1 x travel agent

2 x ladies hairdressers/ beauty salons

1 x barber

1 x community farm

1 x carpet shop

4 x fast food providers

1 x pharmacy

2 x public houses

2 x dentists

1 x tool-hire business

1 x garden centre
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Section 3e - Commercial

Objectives

The Water Orton Neighbourhood Plan recognises the importance of commercial

infrastructure, services and facilities to the sustainability of the village and thus has the

following objectives:

CO 01 – Commercial Objective 01

To encourage and support a thriving and sustainable local economy.

CO 02 – Commercial Objective 02

To support rural diversification.

CO 03 – Commercial Objective 03

To welcome and support village start-up businesses.

CO 04 – Commercial Objective 04

To define and protect commercial space.

CO 05 – Commercial Objective 05

To promote connecting communities to fast fibre broadband and 5G coverage within

the Parish  boundary.
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Section 3e - Commercial

Supporting Data

The National Planning and Policy Framework

The National Planning and Policy Framework recommend promoting the retention and

development of local services and further state the need to seek and address barriers

to investment such as inadequate infrastructure and services. Water Orton

Neighbourhood Plan takes this objective as a tenet that runs through the commercial

section.

The National Planning and Policy Framework and the North Warwickshire Local Plan

both draw attention to any future sites to meet local business needs, being sensitive to

prospective or in-situ surroundings, so not to have an unacceptable impact on local

roads and at the same time exploiting any opportunity to make a new business site

more sustainable.

The North Warwickshire Local Plan also plans to improve infrastructure to support

economic development and to facilitate regeneration initiatives that capture local

economic benefit. It plans to support investment, maintain and extend services,

directly benefitting rural needs. Water Orton community wishes to be an active

contributor to delivering this objective.

Fast Food

This Neighbourhood Plan recognises that there may currently be a conflict between

the existing retail offering and the objectives of the residents’ health and well-being.

The retail mix is skewed by disproportionately high provision of fast food to the

residents. The chart below demonstrates the total number of hours that retail stores are

open and offering 'fast food'.

This Neighbourhood Plan seeks to redress the balance and would support more

healthy food offerings or premises where seated food outlets dominated.

Fast –food

32%

None Fast-

food 68%

Retail Hours Breakdown Showing Availability of Fast-

Food Take-Away

Retail Hours Available

for Fast Food Take-

Away

Retail Hours Available

for non-Fast Food Take-

Away
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Section 3e - Commercial

Supporting Data

Broadband - The Commercial Backbone

Commercial life in Water Orton is built upon an efficient broadband system. The

provision of High-Speed broadband throughout the Borough is important for the

present, but essential to allow businesses to grow and develop confidently into the

future and exploit opportunities. Broadband speeds are poor in Water Orton with

Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line (ADSL) as low as 3MB/s and even fibre as low as

30MB/s. If more 'home businesses' are to flourish in Water Orton, the community must

work with broadband infrastructure providers to build a customised solution to bring

fibre broadband equivalent speeds to homes and businesses. Joint funding

arrangements should be investigated and examination of potential grants for such

work pursued.

4G Masts and signal strength

Current mobile signal strength in Water Orton is variable. The official availability map

from OfCom is shown below:

The majority of the populated area of Water Orton has a “possible chance” for an

indoor coverage of the 4G network. Not withstanding from this macroscopic view of

mobile signal strength, there are specific roads and houses that have no signal at all.

As the 5G network grows, it should be recognised that there will be communities who

will still be reliant on the 4G network. Water Orton is keen to trial 5G network

developments in preference to short term improvements to the 4G network followed

by further infrastructure work to introduce 5G technology.
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Section 3e - Commercial

Policies

CP 01 – Commercial Policy 01

Existing and new businesses will be supported in Water Orton and their development

and/or expansion will be encouraged where it meets local employment needs and is

of appropriate scale for the village and rural area.

CP 02 – Commercial Policy 02

The Parish Council seeks to substantially maintain the existing retail floor space within

the Parish Boundary. Expansion of retail space above ground level will not be

supported if it results in the loss of residential premises.

CP 03 – Commercial Policy 03

The Parish Council supports the maintenance of the existing industrial floor

space. Proposal for new industrial floor space should limit any adverse impact of traffic

on the village and its residents.

CP 04 – Commercial Policy 04

The Parish Council shall support vital telecommunications infrastructure for new

and existing business to ensure essential Broadband, superfast broadband and 5G

mobile networks are available to the economy.
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Section 3f - Character, Heritage

and Culture

Background

Water Orton has seen many changes over the years from its early roots as ‘Overton’ in

possibly the 11th century, not least the coming of the Railway Station and associated

buildings in 1908 as well as motorways, toll roads and high-speed rail. The population

has increased considerably over the last 100 years.

Although surrounded by such urban development the village still has a rural feel.

Water Orton falls within the ‘Arden Regional Character Area’ as defined by the

Warwickshire Landscapes Guidelines in 1993 and quoted in the Water Orton

Landscape Character Appraisal in 2002. As indicated in the appraisal the landscapes

immediately around Water Orton fall into two subdivisions:

1. Arden Parklands (to the South of the village)

2. River Valley Wetlands (to the North of the village)

There are historical houses in the Conservation Area above the river Tame on Old

Church Road, as well as an old churchyard and ancient Stone Cross. The Vesey Bridge

over the river is Grade I listed and dates from 1520.
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Section 3f - Character, Heritage

and Culture

Background

The Village Design statement

The Village Design Statement (VDS) was completed in 2002 following consultation with

Water Orton community at that time. It was formally adopted by North Warwickshire

Borough Council in the form of the Supplementary Planning Guidance in February

2003. The VDS focussed significantly on the character and heritage of Water Orton.

This Neighbourhood Plan seeks to adopt the ethos of the VDS and provide an

enhanced level of legislative authority that is coincident with Neighbourhood Plans.

Vision for the future within the Village Design statement

The Water Orton Village Design Statement included a vision for the future of Water

Orton:

1. Fringe development of Water Orton would adversely impact the remaining

green belt land that buffers the village from the effects of the motorways

2. Landscape must be maintained to preserve village identity

3. Green spaces must be protected

4. Footpaths and pedestrian mobility must be maintained

5. Development or home extensions must be in keeping with surrounding

character

There is a diverse range of activities within the village as referenced in other parts of

this plan covering sport, art, music, and many groups (for adults and children) who

meet to share common interests.
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Section 3f - Character, Heritage

and Culture

Objectives

CHO 01 – Character and Heritage Objective 01

Protect and improve local character and heritage.

CHO 02 – Character and Heritage Objective 02

Protect and improve conservation area.

CHO 03 – Character and Heritage Objective 03

Identify and protect non-designated buildings, both current as listed later in this

section and those that may gain status in the future.

CHO 04 – Character and Heritage Objective 04

Adopt the ethos of the Village Design Statement and Supplementary Planning

Guidance 2003 (SPG) providing an enhanced level of legislative authority that is

coincident with Neighbourhood Plans. These form an integral part of this

Neighbourhood Plan and the SPG is part of the North Warwickshire Planning Process.
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Section 3f - Character, Heritage

and Culture

Supporting Data

Water Orton has a rural feel with green open spaces. It is a small green oasis

surrounded by urban development including motorways and railways.

The village has main thoroughfares with small cul-de-sac developments added over

time. Many properties have turned over front gardens to parking spaces, several roads

have on street parking.

The Water Orton Village Design Statement 2002 and the Supplementary Planning

Guidance should be considered as an integral part of this plan. The VDS and SPG

have been reviewed and are still considered to be relevant. The objectives and

policies in this Neighbourhood Plan reflect this.

The Landscape Character Assessment of 2002 defined the character from both inside

and outside the perimeters of Water Orton indicating that Water Orton falls within the

‘Arden Regional Character Area’ as defined by the Warwickshire Landscapes

Guidelines in 1993.

The National Trust’s document, the Guide to Heritage in Neighbourhood Plans 2019

refers to the policy on conserving and enhancing the historic environment particularly

paragraph 190 of the National Planning Policy Framework 2021. Plans should set out a

positive strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment

including heritage assets most at risk through neglect, decay or other threats.


