Report from Steve Stuart – Borough Councillor for Water Orton at North Warwickshire Borough Council to Water Orton Parish Council. 

Tree protection orders
Following and enquiry relating to the need for maintenance on a tree opposite the train station enquiries were made as to the sutability of the trees on the approach to the centre of the village from Castle Bromwich for tree preservation orders. 
The green spaces concerned are integral to the rural feel of the village and overall aesthetic for those both resident and “passing through” 
A number of individual trees and one tree cluster have been assessed as being worthy of receiving a TPO following an inspection from tree officers at WCC which was arranged by officers of NWBC. These NWBC officer are now seeking to get the TPOs onto the agenda of the next Planning and Development Board on October 7th.

Hardship Fund
A proposal has been made to full council on Wednesday 25th for all remaining funds from the hardship fund to be “recaptured” and used centrally. In order to stop funds that were available to support direct work within Water Orton I have taken steps to use £2500 to be paid to the Parish Council to support the work of Spud Club. It is hoped these funds will support the transition to a self sustaining entity to independently deliver this popular and beneficial activity within the village. 

HS2 – Bromford Tunnel
I have been asked on a number of occasions whether the building of the Bromford Tunnel is legal or not. 
The matter is still one which is not easily answered. Following the decision of the Minister of Transport to support the supposition that the building of the tunnel was allowable under the terms of the HS2 Act, NWBC are considering what legal avenues are now open to it.

Railway Timetabling
A further meeting ahs been held regarding the timetabling of services via Water Orton. It is hoped that a subsequent timetable will see an hourly service between Water Orton and Birmingham. This would be into a redeveloped Moor Street Station rather than New Street Station. No time line has been given but it was suggested that suitable stakeholders writing to relevant bodies may be beneficial. I am happy to see this on the Parish Council Agenda for September. 
Steve Stuart
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