
Water Orton Parish Council Meeting – 29th January 2026 

Report of Steve Stuart, Councillor for Water Orton, North 

Warwickshire Borough Council.   

 

Please Note – This is a provisional report. Events are moving on a 

pace however this report is given to enable it to be published with 

will be provided at the meeting on 29th January.  

 

SMZ - Road Closures 

The SMZ meeting on Monday 19th January contained a presentation from 

HS2/BBV which included information of the forthcoming closure of the 

A446 for a period of 10 days from February 16th.  

The response was lead by WOPC’s representative, Feli Freeman, who 

highlighted a number of areas of concern that come fromt his matter.  

Over 40 points of concern and contention were raised at the meeting and 

subsequently which have been collated by and received by HS2 / BBV.  

An emergency meeting of SMZ has been convened in conjunction with the 

MPs office for February 2nd.  

SMZ - Peter Rafferty  

Peter Rafferty attended SMZ as member of the Coleshill Action Group. He 

had been acting as a representative of his community for over 15 years and 

had previously worked closely with John Warren and made representations 

to parliament.  

Peter has recently decided to scale back his activities and has resigned from 

SMZ. I wanted to note the contribution that he had made across the years 

and thank him on behalf of our community too for all of his efforts.  

Rail Services 

I have good news regarding the meetings that I have sen convened 

regarding rail services within the village. The services which had been 



removed due to staff shortages have been returned and now there is an 

extra evening service into and out of Birmingham New Street.  

Further services enhancements are proposed for May’s timetable update. 

These include a late evening service from Birmingham (2222) Monday to 

Friday and five new services on a Saturday including a late evening service 

at 2210. Fingers crossed these proposals will be approved.  

Car Parking 

A proposal made to the NWBC Car Parking Working Group to reduce the 

amount of hours required to obtain a ticket at the village car park (0800-

1200) did not receive the required support to be implemented. This 

includes a failure of the other village Borough Councillor to support the 

motion.  

I will see that this matter does not end here and remains on the agenda.  

Postal Service 

This matter is being actively pursued by the MPs office.  

Details suggest that services should resume by 23rd January 2026. Update 

required.  

 

Steve Stuart 

22.01.26 

 

 

 

 


